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THIS  WORK  IS  AFFECTIONATELY  INSCRIBED 
IN  MEMORY  OF 

HER  GREAT  CHARM  OF  PERSON  AND  OF  MANNER 
HER  BEAUTY  OF  SOUL,  HER  KINDNESS  AND  INTELLIGENCE 

AND  AS  AN  EXAMPLE  OF 

COURAGEOUS  AND  CONSTRUCTIVE  AMERICAN  WOMANHOOD 
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FOREWORD 


I  have  been  moved  to  lend  myself  to  the  preparation  of  this  history 
with  the  single  purpose  in  mind  of  protecting  and  preserving  the  Under¬ 
hill  family  records  for  the  future,  the  results  of  which  are  due  to  the 
painstaking  efforts  of  (a)  D.  Harris  Underhill,  who,  as  Founder  and 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America,  has 
devoted  his  life,  since  taking  up  the  subject,  to  the  collection  of  material 
for  the  family  record;  (b)  Francis  Jay  Underhill,  President  of  the 
Underhill  Society  of  America,  whose  interest  in  the  publication  of  the 
material  secured  has  never  ceased;  (3)  Harry  B.  Underhill,  whose  inter¬ 
est  centered  in  the  New  Hampshire  branch  of  the  family;  (d)  Josephine 
C.  Frost,  who  has  conscientiously  endeavored  to  edit  accurately  the 
vast  accumulation  and  considerably  added  to  it  by  extensive  American 
research;  (e)  Henry  C.  Shelley  of  London,  England,  whose  study  of 
early  American  history  has  produced  “The  Life  of  Capt.  John  Under¬ 
hill” ;  (f)  J.  H.  Morrison  of  London,  England,  whose  researches  in 
England  have  resulted  in  “The  Underhills  of  Warwickshire”  and  in 
collaboration  with  Dr.  J.  C.  H.  dePater  of  The  Hague,  Holland,  has 
brought  to  light  many  interesting  items  of  the  Underhill  family  in  that 
country,  which  will  be  embodied  in  his  publication;  (g)  William  Under¬ 
hill  of  Hove,  Sussex,  England,  likewise  gave  many  years  of  patient 
effort  to  the  compilation  of  a  complete  library  and  history  of  the  Under¬ 
hill  Family  of  England.  The  remarkable  result  of  his  efforts  in  behalf 
of  our  family  now  reposes  in  the  British  Museum,  to  which  he  left  his 
hand  written  original  copy  where  it  forms  a  permanent  record. 

The  opportunity  should  now  be  taken  to  record  the  fact  that  it  is 
largely  through  family  tradition,  its  blood  and  its  code  of  honor,  strength 
of  body  and  natural  tendencies  that  have  made  possible  the  blessings 
which  come  to  many  in  life,  and  this  means  is  taken  of  declaring  that 
we  are  but  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  Divine  Guide,  permitted 
to  carry  on  as  one  link  in  the  chain  of  great  events  of  history  and  of 
life,  in  the  hope  that  by  loyalty  to  such  an  inheritance  and  by  diligence 
we  shall  be  able  to  advance  the  cause  of  humanity  even  a  short  step  on 
the  way  to  its  glorious  and  inevitable  fulfilment. 


Myron  C.  Taylor. 


Myron  C.  Taylor 

(Yol.  Ill,  page  9S(>) 


■- 


PREFACE 


In  the  fall  of  1926  I  was  asked  by  Mr.  Francis  Jay  Underhill,  the 
President  of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America,  to  undertake  the  editing 
of  the  Underhill  material  in  the  custody  of  Mr.  D.  Harris  Underhill, 
the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Historian  of  the  Society,  which  the 
latter  had  been  personally  accumulating  for  over  fifty  years.  As  a 
foundation  he  had  the  manuscript  of  Abraham  S.  Underhill,  who  had 
worked  on  the  family  history  over  forty-four  years  and  this  had  been 
added  to  by  the  extensive  researches  of  Dr.  John  W.  Underhill  of  Van 
Wert,  Ohio,  and  Mr.  H.  B.  Underhill  of  Bellows  Falls,  Vermont. 

After  looking  over  what  proved  to  be  only  a  small  portion  of  the 
material  and  not  having  any  conception  of  its  magnitude,  which  de¬ 
veloped  day  by  day,  I  agreed  to  edit  it,  providing  that  Mr.  William  A. 
Robbins  would  be  allowed  to  do  the  field  work,  which  at  that  time  I  was 
unable  to  undertake.  My  request  was  granted  and  in  November  of  1927 
he  reported  that  work  accomplished  and  I  commenced  the  editing  of  the 
greatest  mass  of  material  on  one  family  it  has  ever  been  my  privilege  to 
handle  in  my  experience  of  over  twenty  years,  the  result  of  which  is  now 
presented  to  you  in  this  publication,  the  Underhill  Genealogy. 

Errors  there  may  be  and  most  likely  are,  but  in  your  criticism  of 
them,  bear  in  mind,  that  the  bulk  of  this  manuscript  has  come  down 
to  the  living  generation  by  word  of  mouth  for  nearly  two  hundred 
years  and  contained  very  little  documentary  proof,  not  because  it  could 
not  be  found,  but  because  it  had  not  been  sought  and  in  justice  to  those 
who  failed  to  seek  it,  it  may  be  said  that  in  nearly  every  instance,  the 
wills,  deeds,  mortgages  and  other  outside  records,  proved  how  well 
the  family  had  accomplished  their  tasks  without  them. 

Obligations  are  hereby  acknowledged  to  numerous  Underhills  and 
those  of  the  family  not  bearing  that  name,  for  their  unfailing  aid,  and 
it  is  with  regret  that  they  cannot  be  mentioned  individually  but  they 
are  too  great  in  number  to  be  named  here,  but  every  Underhill  in  this 
country  and  part  of  those  in  England  should  express  their  very  deep 
gratitude  to  two  descendants  of  Capt.  John  Underhill,  namely:  Mr.  D. 
Harris  Underhill,  for  his  enthusiasm  which  never  waned  for  over 
half  a  century  in  collecting  and  preserving  the  major  part  of  the  gene¬ 
alogical  material  contained  herein,  and  to  Mr.  Myron  C.  Taylor,  who 

by  his  untiring  interest  and  his  generosity  has  made  this  extensive 
publication  possible. 


(Mrs.  Samuel  Knapp  Frost) 
129  Columbia  Heights 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


Josephine  C.  Frost, 

Editor. 


EXPLANATORY 


The  Underhill  family  at  large  may  feel  somewhat  disappointed 
because  of  the  very  few  pages  in  volumes  one  and  four  of  this  publica¬ 
tion,  devoted  to  the  family  in  England,  but  the  research  there  made  by 
Mr.  J.  H.  Morrison  of  London,  has  been  so  far  reaching  and  brought 
forth  so  many  items  of  great  interest  and  family  ramifications,  that  it 
has  been  deemed  advisable,  to  produce  here,  just  a  skeleton  outline  of 
the  family,  as  he,  under  the  title  of  “The  Underhills  of  Warwickshire,” 
will  edit  his  own  notes  and  the  publication  will  be  available  within  a  year. 

The  activities  of  Capt.  John  Underhill  and  the  lives  of  his  mother 
and  sisters  in  this  country  found  in  this  publication  are  the  result  of 
intensive  research  by  the  editor. 

The  genealogical  data  in  volumes  two  and  three  is  from  the  tremen¬ 
dous  accumulation  of  material  secured,  preserved  and  added  to  by 
Mr.  D.  Harris  Underhill,  the  founder  of  the  Underhill  Society  of 
America. 

The  biographical  matter  concerning  Capt.  John  Underhill  in 
America,  unless  otherwise  stated,  and  the  pages  devoted  to  Benoni 
Underhill  are  the  result  of  sincere  and  careful  research  on  the  part  of 
the  editor,  who  wishes  to  express  herself  here,  to  the  effect  that  she  is 
familiar  with  the  fact  that  a  few  members  of  the  family  still  have  faith 
in  their  descent  from  Benoni,  and  if  at  any  time  they  will  send  docu¬ 
mentary  proof  to  sustain  their  belief,  she  will  gladly  issue  a  leaflet  to 
rectify  the  stand  now  taken. 

Volume  four  opens  with  a  few  pages  devoted  to  Capt.  Humphrey 
Underhill,  cousin  of  Capt.  John  Underhill,  who  was  in  New  Amsterdam 
with  his  sister  Mary  and  who  was  found  here  by  the  editor  and  easily 
connected  by  Mr.  Morrison  with  the  Warwickshire  family. 

This  article  is  followed  by  the  Descendants  of  Sampson  Underhill 
of  New  Hampshire,  the  genealogical  part  of  which  was  almost  wholly 
compiled  by  Mr.  Harry  Bert  Underhill  of  Bellows  Falls,  Vermont,  who 
very  considerately  loaned  his  manuscript  to  the  editor. 

The  preservation  of  the  foundations  of  the  contents  of  these 
volumes  is  due  to  the  great  interest,  both  personal  and  financial,  taken 
by  Mr.  Myron  C.  Taylor  in  the  family  of  his  mother,  Mary  Morgan 
(Underhill)  Taylor. 

Josephine  C.  Frost, 

Editor. 
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“The  man  who  feels  no  sentiment  of  veneration  for  the  memory 
of  his  forefathers,  is  himself  unworthy  of  kindred  regard  or 
remembrance.” 


Daniel  Webster. 


Farmstead  of  Underhill  in  Parish  of  Bushbury, 

FROM  WHICH  THE  FAMILY  DERIVED  ITS  NAME  IN  THE  13TH  CENTURY 

(Vol.  I,  page  1) 
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(Names  in  italics  indicate  direct  line  of  Capt.  John  Underhill) 

At  just  what  period  the  Underhill  name  with  its  various  spellings 
appears  in  the  annals  of  England  is  a  problem  which  will  not  be  solved 
until  thousands  of  unsorted  and  unread  documents  in  the  Public  Record 
Office  in  London  have  been  calendared  and  indexed,  but  there  is  ample 
evidence  that  the  progenitors  of  Capt.  John  Underhill  had  achieved 
the  status  of  country  gentlemen  by  the  thirteenth  century  and  the 
Huntbach  manuscript  begins  the  Underhill  pedigrees  with  Robert  de 
Underhulle.  In  1308  one  Robert  quit  claimed  to  Thomas,  son  of 
Robert,  in  Bushbury,  Staffordshire,  “part  of  the  rent  of  a  tenement 
at  Underhulle  in  Bisshebury,  which  he  lately  purchased  of  William 
de  Underhulle.”  As  surnames  began  to  come  into  general  use  in  the 
thirteenth  century  the  probabilities  are  that  Robert  was  one  of  the 
first  of  his  line  to  use  the  place-name  “Underhulle”  or  “Underhill”  as 
a  surname  and  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  there  is  still  a  small  village 
named  Underhill  in  the  parish  of  Bushbury,  about  three  miles  north 
of  Wolverhampton.  Robert  Underhill  is  also  mentioned  as  an  attorney 
in  a  Staffordshire  “Foot  of  Fine”  dated  June  17,  1313.  Known  issue: 
Richard  and  Thomas.  His  son  Richard  de  Underhull  is  named  in  the 
Huntbach  pedigrees  and  is  mentioned  in  documents  bearing  dates 
1311,  1314,  1319  and  1343  and  in  1333  paid  subsidy  at  Wednesfield, 
Staffordshire.  In  the  annals  of  the  Privy  Council  held  at  Windsor  in 
1364  is  an  entry  which  sets  forth  how  one  Richard  Underhill  of 
Plymouth,  was  appointed  to  a  small  commission  at  that  important  sea¬ 
port  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  anyone  from  crossing  the  seas  with¬ 
out  the  King’s  license.  Thomas  Underhull,  only  known  child  of  Richard, 

married  Isabella - (?),  as  per  the  Huntbach  pedigrees,  and  is 

mentioned  under  various  dates,  1343-1398.  A  note  states:  “This 
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Thomas  began  to  purchase  lands  in  Wednesfield.”  Issue:  William, 
Thomas,  John,  Julia. 

The  son  William  Underhull  is  the  one  affecting  the  pedigree  in 
which  our  interest  lies.  He  is  described  in  the  Herald’s  Visitation  Pedi¬ 
gree  taken  in  1563  as  of  Wolverhampton,  but  he  witnessed  a  deed  in 
Wednesfield,  June  23,  1417.  He  married  Joan,  maiden  name  not  known, 
but  in  error  stated  in  certain  Visitation  Pedigrees  to  have  been  a 
"daughter  of  Stanley  of  West  Bromwich.”  She  may  have  been  a 
Stanley  but  not  one  of  the  family  of  West  Bromwich.  The  only  issue 
found  is  Nicholas  Underhull,  who  married  a  Batte  of  Long  Compton, 
County  Warwick,  and  was  steward  of  the  Manor  of  Stow  Heath  near 
Wolverhampton  and  was  living  in  1481.  His  name  is  given  erroneously 
as  William  or  Nathaniel  in  most  copies  of  the  Visitation  Pedigrees 
but  is  correctly  stated  in  the  Huntbach  Pedigrees  and  in  a  deed  dated 
June  20,  1517,  given  by  John  Underhull  of  Nether  Etyngdon,  gentleman, 
to  Sir  William  Compton,  knight,  Robert  ffullwood,  Esquire,  John 
Agard,  Esquire,  Thomas  Underhull,  Gentleman,  and  Edward  Under¬ 
hull,  Gentleman,  he  mentions  his  lands  and  holdings  ...  in  Wolver¬ 
hampton,  W ednesfield,  "heth  Echelles  and  Wyllenshall”  in  County 
Stafford,  which  "descended  to  me  by  right  of  inheritance  after  the 
decease  of  Nicholas  Underhill  my  father.”  This  deed  has  been  framed 
and  glazed  and  hangs  on  the  main  staircase  of  the  Birmingham  Public 
Library.  Issue:  John,  Richard,  Nicholas,  William. 

The  son  John  Underhull,  was  born  about  1450  and  married  first 
Susan  Slade  of  Maxstoke,  County  Warwick;  second,  Agnes  Porter, 
daughter  of  Thomas  of  Ettington,  whose  first  husband  was  Myles 
Norwood  by  whom  she  had  a  son  John.  John  Underhill  of  Etting¬ 
ton  in  his  will  and  other  documents  spells  his  name  "Underhull,” 
but  on  the  small  well  preserved  brass  in  the  Shirley  Chapel  in  Nether 
Ettington,  it  appears  as  "de  Underhul.”  No  doubt  it  was  placed  in 
position  originally  by  his  son  Edward,  on  a  wall  near  the  tombs  of 
himself  and  wife  Agnes  after  her  death.  Numerous  documents  are 
extant  recording  his  land  transactions  and  the  late  E.  P.  Shirley, 
possessed  the  original  of  a  lease  of  Ettington  for  eighty  years,  dated 
1509,  from  Sir  Ralph  Shirley  to  John  Underhull  but  this  document  has 
now  disappeared. 

John  Underhull  made  his  will  Dec.  16,  1514,  and  mentions:  Parish 
Church  of  " Nether etingdon” ;  Abbot  and  Convent  of  "Eucsham”;  con¬ 
vents  of  Warwick  and  Stoneley;  Guild  of  Henley  and  of  "Stratford 


Deed  of  land  dated  June  20,  1517,  by  John  Underhill 

IN  WHICH  HE  NAMES  HIS  FATHER  NICHOLAS 
(Vol.  I,  page  2) 
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upon  haven” ;  chapel  of  St.  Stephen  in  the  Lord  King’s  palace  of 
Westminster;  chapel  of  St.  Mary;  daughters  Susan  and  Dorothy,  un¬ 
married;  wife  Agnes  to  have  the  farm  at  Netheretyngdon  for  life;  at 
her  death  to  son  Edward.  If  he  fails  to  occupy  it,  to  son  Robert ;  also 
to  wife  Agnes,  lands,  etc.,  in  Wolverhampton,  Wednesfield,  etc.,  in 
County  Stafford ;  at  her  death  to  son  William ;  if  he  dies  without  heirs, 
to  son  Thomas  in  entail,  etc. ;  on  death  of  wife  Agnes,  lands,  etc.,  in 
“Overetyndon”  to  John  Norwood;  if  he  leaves  no  heirs,  to  son  Thomas 
in  entail,  etc. ;  son  Thomas  to  pay  wife  Agnes,  out  of  income  of  Manor 
of  Honyngham  and  out  of  lands  and  tenements  lately  obtained  from 
Roger  Wynter,  which  late  belonged  to  Sir  Thomas  Cokesey,  Knight 
in  County  Warwickshire,  ten  pounds  yearly  for  life;  wife  Agnes,  for 
life  to  have  lands,  etc.,  in  Crymesote,  son  Edward  to  inherit  at  her 
death;  she  also  to  have  for  life  lands,  etc.,  in  Exshulf,  County  War¬ 
wick,  to  revert  to  Robert  at  her  death,  etc.  Probate  granted  Feb.  10, 
1518/19.  John  died  Oct.  29,  1518. 

His  wife  Agnes  made  her  will  April  2,  1526,  which  was  proven 
May  9,  1526.  She  requests  burial  near  the  tomb  of  her  father  Thomas 
Porter  in  the  south  part  of  the  parish  church  of  Nether  Ettington  in 
the  Chapel  of  St.  Nicholas  and  mentions  her  mother  church  in 
Worcester  and  names  her  children  Edward,  Robert,  Elizabeth,  Susan, 
Dorothy.  Her  son  Thomas  died  in  1520. 

Until  John  passed  his  thirtieth  birthday  he  resided  on  the  family 
estate  in  Wolverhampton,  but  after  his  second  marriage  removed  to 
Ettington,  some  seven  miles  southeast  of  Stratford-on-Avon,  where 
he  made  his  home  for  more  than  twenty  years,  doubtless  residing 
in  the  Manor  House  leased  from  the  Shirleys’  in  1509  for  eighty  years 
and  renewed  for  one  hundred  years  in  1541  to  John’s  son  Edward. 
John  became  a  large  landowner,  not  the  least  of  his  purchases  being 
effected  in  November,  1500,  when  he  and  his  wife  bought  of  Sir  Thomas 
Pulteney  the  Manor  of  Huningham,  which  consisted  of  three  dwelling 
houses  and  over  six  hundred  acres  of  land.  His  means  appear  as  ample 
as  many  of  the  nobility  in  the  early  sixteenth  century.  This  purchase 
was  situated  about  fifteen  miles  northeast  of  Ettington  and  by  1512 
was  occupied  by  his  son  Thomas,  in  whom  our  interest  centers. 

John  by  his  first  wife  had  an  only  child,  William,  born  in  1489, 
died  1544,  without  issue,  leaving  widow  Alice  his  inheritance  in 
Staffordshire  for  life,  to  revert  at  her  death  to  William,  the  second 
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son  of  his  brother  Edward.  In  1534  he  was  a  resident  of  Hunningharijj 
but  when  he  made  his  will  he  styled  him,  gentleman  of  Southstocke' 
County  Warwick.  He  was  appointed  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons 
by  Letters  Patent  of  Jan.  14,  1509/10,  which  office  he  held  for  more 
than  four  years.  In  1514  he  is  mentioned  as  an  attorney  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  and  as  an  Exigenter  of  the  Court,  in  1519  and  in 
1523-4,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Commission  for  Subsidy  for  Warwick¬ 
shire.  In  1526-7  he  was  granted  the  wardship  of  his  half-nephew 
Edward  (the  Hot-Gospeller)  whom  he  failed  to  name  in  his  will. 


Thomas  Underhill ,  the  eldest  son  of  John  and  Agnes  (Porter) 
Underh.ll,  was  born  before  1486  and  died  in  1520.  He  married  Anne 
IVynter,  daughter  of  Robert,  the  head  of  an  armigerous  family  of  Hud- 
dmgton  in  Worcestershire.  After  his  death,  she  married  Edmund  Lyd- 
rnrd,  who  purchased  land  in  Bagington  in  1545,  and  who  administered 
her  estate  in  1546.  By  him  she  had  two  sons,  Thomas  and  Leonard. 

e  ore  1512  Thomas  Underhill  was  located  on  the  property  purchased 
by  his  father  m  1500,  known  as  the  Manor  of  Hunningham.  Issue: 
Edward,  Ralph,  Thomas,  Hugh,  Elizabeth,  Alice. 

Edward,  the  second  son  of  John  and  Agnes  (Porter)  Underhill 
was  of  Nether  Ettington  and  Lord  of  the  Manors  of  Harbury  and 
Ettington  He  was  born  in  1486,  married  Margaret,  daughter  of 
ornas  Middlemore  of  Edgbaston,  and  died  in  1547.  She  died  in 
563.  On  the  inner  south  wall  of  the  tower  of  the  ruined  church  at 
e  ler  ttmgton  are  the  brasses  of  a  man  and  woman  and  four  daugh- 

ZS:  „Ab0Ve  them  is  a  wooden  shield  with  the  arms  of  Underhill  and 
iddlemore.  In  his  will  he  names  his  eldest  son  Thomas,  other  children 
imam,  Humphrey,  John  and  seven  daughters. 


Thomas  Underhill,  the  eldest  son  of  Edward  and  Margaret  Under- 
i  .married  Elizabeth  Congreve.  A  tablet  in  the  ruined  church  of  St. 
Nicholas  in  Nether  Ettington,  displaying  their  arms,  states  they  lived 
together  over  sixty-five  years  and  had  thirteen  sons  and  seven  daugh¬ 
ters.  On  a  tablet  in  the  same  ruin  in  memory  of  their  son  Anthony  the 
arms  of  the  Underhdl  family  is  alone  and  distinct. 

William,  son  of  Edward  and  Margaret  Underhill,  married  first, 
rsula  daughter  of  John  Congreve.  She  died  May  17,  1561  and  he 
marred  second,  Dorothy,  sister  of  Sir  Christopher  Hatton  and  widow 
of  John  Newporte  of  Honningham.  William  made  his  will  Dec  1  1569 


f 


Lower  ‘Eatington’  Manor  House,  1738. 

Underhill  Home  1509-1641,  now  known  as  Ettington  Park. 

At  the  right,  the  Shirley  Chapel  of  the  ruined  Church  of  St.  Nicholas 

(Vol.  I,  page  5) 
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as  of  Newbold  Revell,  and  died  March  31,  1570.  He  requested  burial 
by  his  first  wife  in  the  parish  church  of  Nether  Ettington  and  mentions 
his  Manor  of  “Idlicote.”  Names  his  children  as  William,  Humphrey, 
Dorothie,  Margaret  and  Anne.  The  son,  William,  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Underhill  of  Nether  Ettington,  and  was  buried 
at  Fillongly,  July  7  or  13,  1597.  She  was  buried  Nov.  10,  1590,  at 
Idlicote,  County  Warwick.  Their  two  sons,  Fulke  and  Sir  Hercules, 
were  baptized  at  Idlicote,  but  their  other  children,  Dorothy,  Elizabeth, 
Valentine  and  William  were  baptized  at  Stratford-on-Avon.  This 
William  Underhill,  Jr.,  sold  his  home,  “New  Place,”  in  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  to  William  Shakespeare  in  1597,  the  original  deed  of  which  is 
now  in  the  collection  of  Henry  C.  Folger  of  New  York  City,  recently 
deceased.  When  William  Underhill  made  his  will  July  6,  1597,  he 
called  himself  of  Idlicote  and  bequeathed  his  real  estate  to  his  son 
Fulke.  Idlicote  is  now  the  property  of  Lord  Southampton  and  is  his 
seat  in  Warwickshire.  (Recently  sold  to  a  Mr.  Horton.) 

In  a  side  chapel  in  Idlicote  is  a  scutcheon  or  hatchment,  which 
evidently  has  been  formerly  in  a  position  over  the  door  of  Idlicote 
House,  where,  no  doubt,  William  Underhdl,  father  and  son  both, 
resided  as  it  bears  the  arms  of  Underhill  (left)  and  Porter  (three 
bells  with  chevron). 

The  village  now  named  Ettington  stands  on  a  hill  and  was  formerly 
named  “Over  Ettington,”  as  distinct  from  “Nether  Ettington,”  two 
miles  away.  The  village  of  “Nether  or  Lower  Ettington”  was  demol¬ 
ished  in  the  late  18th  century  and  the  villagers  were  removed  to  the 
hill,  ostensibly  for  their  health’s  sake,  but  perhaps  chiefly  to  clear  the 
Park.  All  that  now  remains  there  is  the  Manor  House  itself,  close  by 
the  ruins  of  the  old  church  of  St.  Nicholas  of  Nether  Ettington,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  Shirley  Chapel,  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  Park  about 
one  and  one-half  square  miles,  sloping  down  to  the  River  Stour  which 
flows  through  the  lower  end. 

Edward,  the  eldest  son  of  Thomas  and  Anne  (Wynter)  Under¬ 
hill,  became  known  as  “the  Hot-Gospeller”  who  suffered  imprison¬ 
ment  in  1553  for  having  published  a  Protestant  manifesto.  He 
served  under  Sir  Richard  Cromwell  at  Landrecies  in  1543,  at 
Boulogne  in  1544  in  the  Royal  Bodyguard,  under  King  Henry  VIII 
in  person  and  at  Calais  in  1552  as  Comptroller  of  the  Ordnance 
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under  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  as  well  as  in  the  “Gentlemen  Pen¬ 
sioners^  during  Wyat’s  Rebellion  in  1554.  In  1544  he  sold  his 
Hunningham  estate  in  Warwickshire  to  Richard  Newport  who  be¬ 
queathed  it  to  his  brother  John  Newport,  said  John’s  wife  being 
Dorothy,  sister  to  Sir  Christopher  Hatton.  After  John  Newport’s 
decease,  his  widow  married  William  Underhill,  son  of  Edward  of 
Ettington,  Attorney  of  Newbold  Revell,  whose  first  wife  was  Ursula 
Congreve,  the  latter  becoming  the  mother  of  William  who  sold 
New  Place  to  William  Shakespeare.  In  1546  Edward  married  Joan 
Speryne,  widow  of  Richard  Downes  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
at  least  eleven  children.  He  is  last  found  mentioned  in  1576  when 
he  is  described  as  of  Baginton,  aged  about  64  years. 

Ralph  Underhill,  the  second  son  of  Thomas  and  Anne  Underhill 
in  his  will  of  1557,  styles  himself  of  Bagington,  Gentleman,  mentions 
his  wife  Marie ;  brother  Edward,  who  came  into  possession  of  his 
property.  No  issue. 

Thomas  Underhill,  the  third  son  of  Thomas  and  Anne  Under¬ 
hill,  died  in  1571.  He  married  first  in  1538,  Christian  Arnolde;  second 
in  1542,  Ann  Wood  of  London,  who  died  in  1603  as  the  widow  of 
Thomas  Elliott  whom  she  married  Feb.  16,  1576/7.  Issue  by  first 
wife:  Elizabeth,  Christian;  by  second  wife:  Katherine,  John, 
Thomas,  Elizabeth. 

Thomas  Underhill  was  recommended  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk 
for  the  office  of  Sergeant  at  Arms  in  London  June  1,  1540,  and  on 
June  6,  1543,  the  King  ordered  one  hundred  men  properly  clothed 
and  armed  shipped  “to  passe  to  Callice”  and  some  discreet  personage 
to  lead  them  to  Dover.  Consequently  the  Common  Council  agreed 
and  assented  that  Thomas  Underhill  one  of  the  Lord  Mayor’s  Ser¬ 
geants  should  have  that  honor. 

Hugh  Underhill ,  the  youngest  son  of  Thomas  and  Anne  (Wynter) 
Underhill,  is  first  found  mentioned  in  1540  in  the  will  of  Richard  Fowler, 
keeper  of  the  King’s  Manor  in  Greenwich  in  which  he  made  some  forty 
bequests  which  included  the  following  “Item,  to  hughe  Underhill  a  sword 
and  a  buckler  and  iiij  nobles  in  money.”  From  the  nature  of  this  bequest 
it  is  fair  to  assume  that  by  1540,  Hugh  had  reached  his  majority  and  was 
probably  one  of  the  junior  retainers  of  the  Royal  Palace  at  Greenwich. 
Several  references  to  him  in  the  wills  of  persons  indubitably  connected 


Et tington  Park,  today,  Lower  Ettington,  Warwickshire.  On  this  site  stood  the  Underhill  home  1509-1641. 

The  ruined  St.  Nicholas  Church  with  the  Shirley  Chapel  is  close  by 
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with  the  Royal  household  at  Greenwich  indicate  he  was  intimately  ac¬ 
quainted  with  their  families,  but  his  position  as  one  of  the  officials  of  the 
court  is  conclusively  established  when  a  vacancy  occurred  in  the  impor¬ 
tant  office  of  the  keeper  of  the  wardrobe  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  the 
death  of  Thomas  Mayneman  who  died  in  1563.  A  paper  in  the  State 
Archives  of  England  in  the  form  of  a  Royal  Warrant  issued  under  the 
Great  Seal,  Feb.  6,  1563  reads  as  follows:  “We  let  you  wit,  that  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  true  and  faithful  service  heretofore  done  unto  us  by  our 
well  beloved  servant  Hugh  Underhill,  one  of  the  officers  of  our  wardrobe 
of  beds,  we  have  given  and  granted,  and  by  these  presents  do  give  and 
grant  unto  the  said  Hugh  Underhill  the  keeping  or  the  office  of  keeper  of 
our  wardrobe  within  our  manor  of  Greenwich  in  our  county  of  Kent.” 
Further  provisions,  made  his  appointment  for  life  which  he  was  to  enjoy 
in  “as  large  and  ample  manner”  as  any  of  his  predecessors,  all  the  profits 
and  rights  of  his  position.  An  inventory  of  the  contents  of  the  Palace  at 
the  time  of  the  death  of  King  Henry  VIII  occupied  not  less  than  twenty- 
five  spacious  pages  which  “are  eloquently  suggestive  of  the  arduous 
labours  of  the  official  who  was  responsible  for  their  custody.”  That 
Hugh  Underhill  enjoyed  the  special  favor  of  Queen  Elizabeth  is 
inferred  from  the  distinction  bestowed  upon  him  in  1590  when  the 
Royal  Grant  set  forth  by  the  “special  grace”  of  the  Queen,  that  her 
“well-beloved  subjects  Hugh  Underhill  and  Katherine  his  wife” 
were  appointed  to  “the  office  of  keeper  of  our  garden  in  the  manor 
of  East  Greenwich,  County  of  Kent,  commonly  called  the  Queen’s 
Garden” ;  that  the  office  was  to  be  exercised  by  themselves  for  their 
lives  or  the  life  of  the  survivor  and  they  were  to  enjoy  “all  profits, 
commodities,  advantages  and  emoluments  pertaining  to  the  office.” 
The  “Queen’s  Garden”  was  a  territory  outside  the  domain  of  the  head 
gardener  of  the  Palace  and  appears  to  have  been  open  only  to  privi¬ 
leged  friends  of  the  Queen. 

The  name  of  the  first  wife  of  Hugh  Underhill  is  unknown,  but 
she  was  living  in  1562  as  the  following  Will  of  Thomas  Mayneman 
of  Greenwich  indicates : 

Extracts  from  the  will  of  Thomas  Mayneman  of  Greenwich. 
(Rochester  Probate  Registers,  No.  13,  ff.  lix-lxii.)  Dated  18th  October, 
1562:  Proved  6th  March,  1562-3.  (N.B. — In  the  Letter  Patent,  dated 
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6th  February,  1563,  appointing  Hugh  Underhill  Keeper  of  the  Ward¬ 
robe  in  the  Royal  Manor  of  Greenwich,  Thomas  Mayneman  is  men¬ 
tioned  as  one  of  his  predecessors.) 


After  bequests  of  2s/ 6  each  to  “mysteris  Katharine  Maning”  and 
“mysteris  Susanna  Maning”  “to  by  her  a  payre  of  Gloves”;  and  of 
10s/-  “vnto  hughe  vnderelles  wyfe,”  there  follows: 

'Item  I  geve  vnto  my  godsone  Thomas  Underell  iiij  li  in  mony  a 
beddstedd  with  turned  postes  Celer  and  Tester  of  blew  damasce  with 
flowre  delucies  spanged  withe  golde  fringed  with  blew  sylke  with 
fyve  curtaynes  of  blew  satten  of  bridgis,  a  pallet  case  of  Strawe  a 
fetherbedd  a  bolster  a  pyllowe  and  one  payre  of  Shetes  .  .  .  Item  I 
geve  vnto  the  same  Thomas  my  new  Testament  my  bybyll  and  all  the 
Reste  of  my  bokes  Item  I  geve  vnto  him  my  seeve  and  my  buckler  a 
bowe  and  a  sheaf  of  Arrowes,  a  black  byll  a  Javalinge  ij  shawlinge 
bowes  and  a  quiver  with  arrows  Item  I  geve  vnto  him  a  payre  of  Al- 
mayne  Revettes,  a  Callett  belongynge  with  the  same  .  .  .  And  when  my 
legacies  and  funeralles  are  done  and  payed  All  the  Rest  of  my  goodes 
moveables  and  unmoveables  heare  or  wheresoever  they  be  of  what 
nature  or  kynde  so  ever  they  be  I  geve  and  bequeyth  vnto  hughe 
Underell  and  John  Wylkynson  whom  I  mak  my  Whole  Executors  of 
this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  .  . 

Certainly  this  will  evidences  a  closer  relationship  than  friendship 
between  its  maker  and  the  Underhills,  than  has  been  granted.  The 
second  wife  of  Hugh  Underhill  was  Katherine,  baptized  April  3,  1548, 
Downe,  Kent,  daughter  of  Mr.  George  and  Joan  (Walles)  Manning 
who  were  married  there  Aug.  13,  1543.  She  married  second,  Richard 

Goodman  of  Greenwich,  Kent,  and  died  in  1627,  having  lived  as  his 
widow  from  1611. 

The  second  marriage  of  Hugh  Underhill  is  significant  of  his  social 
status  as  her  uncle  was  Sir  Henry  Manning,  who  was  Marshal  of  the 
Household  at  Greenwich  to  Henry  VIII  and  her  first  cousin,  Margaret 
Manning,  was  the  third  wife  of  Thomas  Howard,  Viscount  Bindon, 
who  as  second  son  of  the  thifd  Duke  of  Norfolk,  was  a  cousin  of 
Queen  Elizabeth.  Hugh  Underhill  made  his  will  Jan.  1,  1592/3,  date 
of  probate  not  given,  but  as  his  successor,  Thomas  Hickson,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  in  February,  he  probably  died  in  January,  1593.  He  bequeathed 
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twenty  shillings  to  the  poor  of  East  Greenwich  and  his  servant  Thomas 
Lilly  a  like  amount,  and  a  gilt  spoon  to  each  of  his  overseers,  “Mr. 
Harry  Manning,  Mr.  John  Tirrell  and  Anthony  Holte”;  mentions  Hugh 
Underhill,  “sonne  of  Thomas  Underhill,  my  sonne  deceased,  one  good 
bed  well  and  thoroughly  furnished. ”  The  residue  was  to  be  divided 
equally  between  his  wife  Katherine  and  his  son  George  and  they  were 
made  his  executors.  The  only  known  children  of  Hugh  Underhill  were 
Thomas  by  his  first  wife  and  George  by  his  second.  The  son  Thomas 
Underhill ,  was  born  in  1545  and  was  the  principal  heir  of  Thomas 
Mayneman,  his  father’s  predecessor  in  office,  and  it  may  well  be  asked 
why  said  Mayneman  passed  over  his  brother,  his  cousin  and  others  and 
left  his  treasured  possessions  to  Hugh  and  Thomas  Underhill  and  one 
other.  Was  not  his  “god-son”  his  grandson?  If  so,  careful  research  in 
England  has  not  yet  so  determined. 

In  the  fall  of  1563,  Queen  Elizabeth  made  a  generous  addition  to  the 
estates  of  her  favorite,  Lord  Robert  Dudley,  by  presenting  him  with 
Kenilworth  Castle  and  Manor  and  a  year  later  created  him  Earl  of 
Leicester.  As  the  palace  at  Greenwich  was  her  favorite  residence  it  was 
inevitable  that  he  became  well  acquainted  with  Hugh  Underhill  and 
his  son  Thomas,  and  selected  the  latter  to  occupy  a  similar  position  at 
Killingworth  Castle  as  the  former  held  at  Greenwich.  The  date  of  the 
appointment  is  uncertain,  but  Thomas  and  his  wife  were  in  possession 
of  property  there  in  October,  1571,  and  he  was  probably  installed  in 
his  office  several  years  prior  to  that  date.  The  names  Kenilworth  and 
Killingworth  were  used  indifferently  in  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth 
centuries  and  as  it  is  so  vital  a  link  in  the  evidence  of  the  ancestry  of 
Capt.  John  Underhill,  it  is  important  to  cite  some  examples  of  its 
employment  as  a  synonym.  When  Queen  Elizabeth  visited  Leicester 
in  1572,  her  secretary  subscribed  several  official  letters  as  having  been 
written  at  “Killingworth.”  Laneham’s  description  of  the  famous  revels 
published  in  1575,  affected  “Killingworth.”  Twenty  years  later,  Shake¬ 
speare,  who  would  he  familiar  with  Warwickshire  custom,  wrote 
“Killingworth,”  and  in  1609,  1611,  1616,  and  later  that  spelling  per¬ 
sisted  in  official  documents  as  a  recognized  substitute  for  the  now  more 
familiar  “Kenilworth.”  There  are  many  proofs  that  “Killingworth” 
was  the  form  used  during  the  period  that  Capt.  John’s  ancestors  resided 
there.  In  the  British  Musum  is  preserved  Lord  Burghley’s  own  copy 
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of  the  first  atlas  of  England  and  the  Earl  of  Leicester’s  Warwickshire 
Manor  is  there  entitled  “Killingworth.” 

Thomas  Underhill  married  Magdalen ,  daughter  of  the  Amyas 
family  of  Greenwich.  The  Subsidy  Roll  of  1549  describes  John  Amyas 
as  a  yeoman  in  the  King’s  Armoury  and  at  that  date  Hugh  Underhill 
had  been  associated  with  the  royal  retainers  for  a  decade.  As  said  John 
did  not  die  until  1553,  the  two  were  obviously  colleagues  for  some  years 
and  there  is  little  hazard  in  concluding  that  Magdalen  Underhill  was  his 
daughter  as  Anne,  widow  of  John  Amyas,  names  her  daughter  Mag¬ 
dalen,  not  fifteen  years  of  age  in  1553.  Thomas  and  Magdalen  were 
doubtless  married  in  1570  as  their  oldest  son  Thomas  was  born  in  1571, 
probably  in  Greenwich,  while  the  others,  John,  George,  Lettice,  Mary, 
Hugh  and  Clement  were  born  at  Killingworth,  between  1574  and  1586. 
In  1585  Elizabeth  consented  to  aid  the  United  Netherlands  with  money 
and  men  and  appointed  the  Earl  of  Leicester  her  special  representative 
and  commander  of  the  army.  His  preparations  were  on  an  elaborate 
scale  and  his  retainers  many,  among  them  his  faithful  and  efficient 
steward,  Thomas  Underhill,  and  on  December  8,  1585,  they  sailed  for 
Holland,  but  before  the  end  of  the  month  Thomas  had  returned  to 
England  with  certain  letters  and  in  Feb.,  1586,  Leicester  was  officially 
requested  to  become  “absolute  governour,  both  of  warre  and  peace, 
over  all  their  provinces,”  and  was  duly  installed  as  Governor-General 
at  The  Hague,  but  the  rich  treasures  of  Killingworth,  due  to  jealousies 
of  the  court,  were  never  transported  to  that  place.  While  returning 
to  his  home  at  Killingworth  where  Queen  Elizabeth  was  to  create 
him  Lord  Lieutenant  of  England,  as  the  power  of  Spain  had  been 
broken  in  the  Netherlands,  he  reached  his  house  in  Cornbury,  some 
twenty  miles  from  Killingworth,  where  he  died  Sept.  4,  1588.  Before 
his  inventory  was  taken,  his  wife,  the  Countess  Lettice,  had  caused 
the  removal  of  “dy  verse  goods  and  chattels”  from  Killingworth  to 
London  and  Langley,  according  to  a  deposition  made  by  Thomas 
Underhill,  Nov.  16,  1590,  although  Leicester’s  will  made  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands  requested  that  “all  stuff  and  implements,  etc.,  stored  in  the  said 
Castell,  to  remain  in  the  Castell  and  house  and  not  to  be  altered  or 
removed.”  Thomas  eventually  delivered  the  keys  of  the  castle  to 
Ambrose,  the  Earl  of  Warwick  and  brother  of  the  Earl  of  Leicester 
and  went  to  London  and  after  completing  arrangements  with  Warwick 
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returned  to  Killingworth  and  resumed  his  former  duties  there ;  but  in 
less  than  a  year  (1590)  Warwick  was  dead  in  London  of  an  old  wound 
made  by  a  poisoned  bullet  in  the  seige  of  Harve  in  1563.  Thus  for  a 
second  time  in  eighteen  months  Thomas  Underhill’s  occupation  was  in 
jeopardy,  but  his  father,  keenly  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his  oldest 
son,  had  looked  out  for  it  by  using  his  influence  to  have  the  seal  of 
England  impressed  on  a  document  whereby  Thomas  would  succeed 
him  if  he  should  die,  or  be  dismissed  and  it  seems  apparent  that  Hugh 
contemplated  resignation  if  his  son’s  necessities  became  urgent,  but 
Thomas  died  before  June  7,  1591,  when  a  commission  was  granted  to 
Magdalen  Underhill  to  administer  her  husband’s  estate,  that  of 
“Thomas  Underhill,  resident  of  Killingworth,  County  of  Warwick, 
deceased.”  The  last  mention  made  of  him  was  on  Nov.  16,  1590,  when 
in  testifying  in  a  law  suit  over  grants  from  Leciester  to  himself,  he 
stated  he  was  forty-five  years  of  age. 

Magdalen  Underhill  survived  her  husband  about  six  and  one-half 
years.  In  the  report  of  a  commission  to  survey  the  manor  of  Killing- 
worth  in  October,  1591,  two  entries  were  made  to  the  effect  that 
Magdalen  and  her  son  Thomas  and  Magdalen  and  her  son  John  held 
the  copyhold  of  certain  premises  and  lands  in  the  town.  The  son 
Thomas  pre-deceased  his  mother  for  at  her  death  the  headship  of  the 
family  reverted  to  the  second  son,  John.  Of  the  remaining  children 
(excepting  Clement,  who  must  have  died  young),  of  the  Killingworth 
household,  many  interesting  particulars  have  been  preserved  in  ancient 
records. 

Owing  to  changes  in  the  ownership  of  Killingworth  their  prospects 
for  profitable  employment  there  were  negligible,  and  their  thoughts  for 
suitable  occupations  naturally  turned  to  London,  where  the  ranks  of 
apprentices  included  many  of  the  younger  sons  of  noble  families  and 
early  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  it  was  enacted  that  none  were  to 
be  received  as  apprentice  to  a  merchant  unless  his  father  spent  ten 
pounds  a  year  of  freehold  or  be  descended  from  a  gentleman  merchant. 
The  first  to  leave  the  parental  roof  was  George,  and  under  date  of 
Nov.  22,  1594,  the  records  of  the  Haberdashers’  Company  preserve  a 
Latin  entry  which  sets  forth  that  “George  Underhill,  son  of  Thomas 
Underhill  of  Killingworth  in  the  County  of  Warwick,  gentleman,  de¬ 
ceased,  puts  himself  to  John  Walley,  citizen  and  haberdasher  of  London 
for  eight  years.” 
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In  1595  the  son  Hugh  apprenticed  himself  to  the  Goldsmith's 
Company,  which  probably  ranked  the  highest  among  the  London 
crafts.  The  exact  date  of  Magdalen  Underhill's  death  is  unknown, 
but  as  John,  her  eldest  surviving  son,  was  granted  administration  of 
his  father's  estate  in  Dec.  1597,  it  is  fair  to  assume  she  died  late  in 
that  year.  John  Underhill,  the  second  son  of  Thomas  and  Magdalen 
Underhill  was  born  in  Killingworth  about  1574.  He  was  about  the  age  of 
the  Earl  of  Leicester’s  son,  Robert  Dudley,  and  must  have  been  closely 
associated  with  him.  As  John’s  mother  failed  to  apprentice  him  with 
her  other  two  sons  in  London,  and  as  documentary  evidence  is  lacking 
about  his  occupation,  the  probabilities  are  that  he  became  interested  in 
the  sea  adventures  of  Dudley,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
John  Underhill  was  with  him  on  his  exploring  voyage  to  the  West 
Indies,  for  when  Dudley  reached  England  toward  the  end  of  May  1595, 
on  his  return,  it  was  at  St.  Ives  in  Cornwall  he  landed  and  it  was  in  the 
parish  of  Lelant  where  St.  Ives  is  located  that  John  Underhill  married 
his  wife  Honor  Pawley.  It  is  also  highly  probable  that  John  accompanied 
the  Lord  of  Killingworth  manor  when  he  reinforced  the  Earl  of  Essex’s 
expedition  to,  and  heroic  capture  of  Cadiz,  in  the  summer  of  1596.  The 
persistent  tradition  in  America  among  the  descendants  of  Capt.  John 
Underhill  that  he  (the  Capt.)  went  to  Cadiz  must  have  had  some  foun¬ 
dation.  Naturally  that  was  impossible  for  he  was  not  then  born,  but 
the  chances  are,  it  had  its  origin  in  his  father’s  participation  in  the 
victory  of  1596.  On  Oct.  18,  1597,  John  Underhill  and  his  wife 
Honor  instituted  a  suit  against  certain  parties,  claiming  houses  and 
lands  in  possession  of  them,  said  to  belong  to  Honor,  daughter  of 
James  Pawley.  The  suit  failed  and  on  Dec.  19,  1597,  John  was 
granted  administration  on  his  father’s  estate  at  Killingworth,  to  suc¬ 
ceed  his  deceased  mother.  Robert  Dudley  was  knighted  for  his 
bravery  at  the  capture  of  Cadiz  and  had  married  a  second  time  in 
1596  and  the  fact  that  he  had  a  son  baptized  at  Killingworth  Sept. 
25,  1597  is  ample  evidence  that  he  had  come  into  the  enjoyment  of 
the  castle  and  manor;  that  he  should  have  taken  into  his  household 
or  given  employment  to  the  retainer  who  had  shared  the  perils  of 
his  expedition  and  was  besides  the  son  of  his  father's  trusted  steward 
was  but  natural.  It  is  clear  also  from  a  mortgage  which  John  Under¬ 
hill  affected  in  1601,  that  some  of  the  family  property  was  still  a 
negotiable  asset  and  there  are  excellent  reasons  for  concluding  that 


Brasses  on  the  inner  south  wall  of  the  Tower  of  the  ruined  Church 
of  St.  Nicholas  at  Nether  Ettington,  England,  to  the  memory  of  Edward 
and  Margaret  (Middi.emore)  Underhill,  displaying  their  Arms 

(Vol.  I,  page  4) 
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from  late  in  1597  to  the  summer  of  1605,  John  and  Honor  resided  in 
the  vicinity  of  Killingworth,  thus  impressing  upon  the  memory  of 
Capt.  John  Underhill  the  recollections  of  that  region  which  abode 
with  him  to  the  end  of  his  days.  In  1600  John  Underhill  mortgaged 
property  and  contracted  a  debt  of  eight  pounds  with  John  Milward, 
Jr.,  giving  him  a  bill  “sealed  with  his  seal,”  but  as  late  as  1604  he 
had  been  unable  to  pay  it  and  action  was  taken  against  him  which  is 
of  interest  as  it  reads  “John  Underhill  late  of  Killyngworthe  in  the 
countye  of  Warr.  gentleman.”  No  further  record  of  his  life  on  Eng¬ 
lish  soil  has  been  found. 

On  June  25,  1605,  Sir  Robert  Dudley,  Knt.,  was  given  a  license  to 
travel  beyond  the  seas  for  three  years,  etc.,  with  three  retainers.  There 
can  be  but  little  question  but  that  one  of  these  was  John  Underhill  and 
such  evidence  as  has  survived  with  relation  to  his  subsequent  career 
indicates  that  he  decided  to  join  the  English  military  forces  in  the 
Netherlands  and  may  have  previously  escorted  Dudley  as  far  as  Lyons, 
France,  to  his  permanent  home  in  Florence,  Italy,  but  certain  it  is,  as 
per  the  researches  of  J.  H.  Morrison  of  England,  and  Dr.  de  Pater  of 
Holland,  John  Underhill  on  Dec.  13,  1607,  was  serving  as  Sergeant  in 
Capt.  Roger  Orme’s  company  at  Bergen-op-Zoom  (formerly  located  at 
Flanders),  full  details  of  which  will  be  supplied  in  “The  Underhills  of 
Warwickshire,”  shortly  to  be  published  by  J.  H.  Morrison  of  London, 
for  Myron  C.  Taylor  of  New  York. 

John  Underhill  is  mentioned  also  in  Orme’s  company  in  1608,  in 
an  account  of  lodging  or  service  money.  In  January  and  February  it  is 
noted  that  he  was  absent  from  the  muster  and  in  October  of  that  year 
he  is  listed  as  “dead.” 

There  was  only  one  church  in  Bergen-op-Zoom  at  that  time,  the 
Church  of  St.  Gertrude,  still  standing  in  the  Central  Market  place,  and 
there  can  be  but  little  doubt  but  that  John,  the  father  of  Capt.  John 
Underhill,  was  buried  here.  The  church  was  built  in  1485. 

[The  foregoing  paragraphs  giving  only  a  very  brief  outline  of  portions 
of  the  Underhill  family  in  England  affecting  the  ancestry  of  Capt.  John 
Underhill  are  based  upon  the  exhaustive  research  made  there  by  J.  H. 
Morrison  of  London,  assisted  by  Henry  C.  Shelley  of  that  city.] 


Mother  and  Sisters  of  Capt.  John  Underhill 


Although  John  Underhill  died  in  Holland  in  1608,  the  following 
action  there  shows  that  (Honor)  Leonora  Underhill  was  still  a  widow 
in  1618:  Monday,  Jan.  9,  1618.  In  the  matter  between  Leonora 
Onderhil,  claimant  and  Captain  Rogier  Orme,  defendant )  after  delib¬ 
eration,  has  been  sentenced  in  favour  of  the  defendant,  having  done  the 
oath  required  from  him  by  claimant.”  What  the  action  was,  is  not 
stated,  but  the  decision  is  preserved  in  the  archives  of  Brabant,  tem¬ 
porarily  at  s’Hertogenbosch. 

In  the  Dutch  records  “Underhill”  became  “Onderhiel”  or 
“Onderhill”  and  at  times  “Onderberch”  and  Honor  lent  itself  to 
“Onora,  Honora,  Leonora.” 

Fiom  the  previous  action  dated  Jan.  9,  1618,  no  further  record  was 
found  of  Leonora  Underhill  until  the  following  data  from  the  Betrothal 
Book  of  The  Hague,  part  77,  was  uncovered  in  the  summer  of  1928: 
“Dirk  Thomas,  swordcutler,  widower,  betrothed  Nov.  12,  1628  with 
Lenora  Onderhiel,  widow  of  John  Onderhiel,  both  from  England  and 
dwelling  in  the  Hague.” 

In  the  Betrothal  and  Marriage  Records  of  the  Kloosterkerk, 
(Protestant  Church),  the  Hague,  part  238,  the  following  was  recorded: 
“Dirck  Thomas,  swordcutler,  widower,  betrothed  12  November,  1628, 
with  Leonora  Onderhiel,  widow,  of  John  Onderhiel,  both  from  England 
and  dwelling  in  the  Hague.  Church  ceremony ;  solemnization  marriage 
took  place  November  28,  1628  by  E.  Modeus,  minister.” 

As  every  student  knows  who  has  to  deal  with  early  Dutch  records 
in  this  country,  at  this  period,  that  “Dirck  Thomas”  would  be  translated 
into  English  as  “Richard  son  of  Thomas,”  the  editor  sought  for  some 
time  for  such  a  man  in  New  Amsterdam,  as  she  had  established 
Leonora  Underhill  there  in  1640,  but  without  favorable  result. 

However,  in  looking  over  the  First  Church  records  in  Boston  she 
found  Numbers  64  and  65  on  the  list  of  members  were  Richard 
Maurice”  and  his  wife,  the  latter  proving  to  have  the  name  Leonora, 
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and  joining  the  church  Aug.  27,  1630,  the  same  day  Capt.  John  Under¬ 
hill  joined  as  member  57  and  while  searching  the  unpublished  docu¬ 
ments  of  Govr.  John  Winthrop,  in  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  discovered  certain  statements  of  little  moment  at  the 
time  but  which  led  her  to  believe  that  the  above  Richard  and  his  wife 
Leonora  were  the  parties  so  carefully  sought  for  in  New  Amsterdam. 
Later  a  statement  was  found  in  “The  Winthrop  Fleet,”  recently  com¬ 
piled  by  Col.  Charles  E.  Banks,  that  Capt.  John  Underhill  had  a  sister 
Lettice,  the  wife  of  Richard  Bulgar  and  that  statement  led  to  further 
research  among  the  unpublished  Winthrop  papers  and  there  was  found 
a  letter  written  by  Richard  Smith  of  Narragansett,  May  24,  1673,  to 
Govr.  Winthrop  of  Connecticut,  wherein  he  sought  assistance  for  his 
wife  s  illness,  described  at  some  length.  This  is  followed  by  certain 
news  of  the  day,  part  of  it  reading,  “Capt.  Thomas  Cornell  is  convicted 
and  condemned  for  murdering  his  mother  and  also  an  Indian  for  com¬ 
mitting  a  villanous  assault  on  Richard  Bulgar’s  wife,  a  sister  of  Capt. 
Underhill,  which  was  the  cause  of  her  death.  These  two  are  to  be 
executed  tomorrow.”  A  photostat  of  this  letter  furnished  the  editor  by 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  is  now  owned  by  Myron  C.  Taylor 
of  New  York  City. 

Savage,  our  greatest  authority  on  early  New  England  families,  im¬ 
parted  the  information  that  the  Christian  name  of  Richard  Bulgar’s 
wife  was  Lettice. 

As  the  second  wife  of  Capt.  John  Underhill  was  closely  related  to 
Govr.  Winthrop  and  as  numerous  letters  passed  between  the  two  fam¬ 
ilies,  many  of  the  originals  of  Underhill’s  still  existing,  it  is  only  reason¬ 
able  to  believe  that  Richard  Smith  knew  this  fact  when  he  wrote 
Winthrop  of  the  murder  of  Lettice  Bulgar. 

On  the  strength  of  the  above  information  the  editor  was  led  into 
extensive  research  regarding  the  lives  of  both  Morris  and  Bulgar  and 
found  they  were  made  freeman  the  same  day  as  Capt.  John  Underhill, 
May  18,  1631. 

The  name  of  Richard  Morris  appears  as  number  fourteen  on  the 
oi  lginal  roll  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  Mass.,  in  1637. 

When  their  publication  was  compiled,  Jonathan  F.  Morris  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  Conn.,  furnished  them  with  the  information  that  he  was  a  de¬ 
scendant  of  Lt.  Richard  Morris,  but  in  the  introduction  to  his  book, 
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“The  Descendants  of  Edward  Morris,”  he  acknowledges  his  error  and 
states  that  the  only  child  he  found  belonging  to  said  Richard  was  Lettice, 
who  married  Richard  Bulgar. 

According  to  the  Records  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  Richard  Morris 
was  chosen  Ensign  to  Capt.  John  Underhill  March  4,  1632,  but  on 
Nov.  5,  1633,  according  to  Winthrop,  he  “taking  some  distaste  to  his 
office,  requested  the  Magistrates  that  he  might  be  discharged  of  it  and 
so  was,  whereby  he  gave  offence  to  the  congregation  of  Boston  so  as, 
being  questioned  and  convinced  of  sin  in  forsaking  his  calling,  he  did 
acknowledge  his  fault  and  at  the  request  of  the  people,  was  by  the 
Magistrates  chosen  Lieutenant  to  the  same  Company,  for  he  was  a 
very  stout  man  and  an  experienced  soldier/’  Records  show  that  on 
Jan.  10,  1634,  he  purchased  two  acres  of  land  in  Charlestown  but  he 
represented  Roxbury  in  the  General  Court  in  1634  and  1635. 

On  March  3,  1635,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Commander  of  the 
Fort  on  Castle  Island,  for  the  sea  defence  of  Boston,  but  it  was  agreed 
that  he  should  “receive  ten  pounds  a  year  from  Roxbury  as  long  as  he 
lay  at  the  Castle  and  did  service  to  the  town  of  Roxbury,”  he  therefore 
continued  to  drill  the  train-band  of  that  town. 

About  two  months  after  he  took  command  of  the  Castle  an  incident 
occurred  which  troubled  the  Massachusetts  authorities  as  much  as  the 
cutting  of  the  cross  from  the  King’s  colors  by  Endicott.  “The  ship 
St.  Patrick’,”  writes  Mr.  J.  F.  Morris,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  “came  into 
Boston  harbor,  flying  the  King’s  colors.  Lieut.  Morris,  who  presumably 
reasoned  that  if  it  was  unlawful  to  use  the  cross  in  ensigns  on  land,  it 
could  not  be  lawful  on  the  water,  brought  the  ‘St.  Patrick’  to,  and  made 
her  strike  her  colors.  Capt.  Palmer,  her  master,  complained  to  the 
authorities  of  the  act  of  the  commander  of  the  Castle  as  a  flagrant 
insult  to  his  flag  and  country.  The  ‘St.  Patrick’  belonged  to  Sir  Thomas 
Wentworth,  Earl  of  Strafford,  Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland,  once  an  advo¬ 
cate  of  the  liberal  cause,  but  which  he  had  deserted,  becoming  a  com¬ 
panion  of  Archbishop  Laud  and  a  strong  supporter  of  the  absolutism 
of  King  Charles.  Arbitrary  and  despotic  as  he  was  known  to  be,  policy 
dictated  the  necessity  of  avoiding  the  enmity  of  one  so  high  in  influence 
with  the  King,  and  complying  with  any  demand  which  Capt.  Palmer 
might  make  as  amends  for  the  alleged  insult  to  his  flag  and  country. 
Lieut.  Morris  was  summoned  before  the  magistrates,  and  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  Capt.  Palmer  was  told  that  he  had  no  authority  to  do  as  he  had 
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done  (as  the  fort  showed  no  flag),  and  was  ordered  to  make  such 
atonement  as  Capt.  Palmer  should  demand.  The  captain  was  lenient, 
and  only  required  of  the  lieutenant  an  acknowledgement  of  the  error  on 
his  ship,  that  so  all  the  ship’s  company  might  receive  satisfaction,  and 
lest  Lord  Deputy  Wentworth  should  be  informed  that  we  had  offered 
discourtesy  to  his  ship  which  we  had  never  offered  to  any  before !  Lieut. 
Morris  submitted  to  this  demand  and  all  parties  became  quieted. 

"In  about  a  fortnight  after  this  event,  the  ship  ‘Hector/  Capt. 
Feme,  arrived  in  Boston.  Some  Boston  people  went  on  board.  The 
mate  of  the  ship,  one  Miller,  who  probably  had  heard  of  the  event  just 
related,  not  seeing  the  King  s  colors  hoisted  at  the  fort,  denounced  all 
the  people  as  rebels  and  traitors.  Henry  Vane  had  just  been  elected 
governor.  He  sent  for  the  captain  of  the  ship  and  informed  him  of 
the  matter.  The  captain  promised  to  deliver  the  mate  to  the  authorities. 
The  marshal  and  four  sergeants  were  sent  to  the  ship  for  him,  but  the 
captain  not  being  on  board  the  crew  would  not  deliver  him  up.  The 
captain  himself  then  went  and  brought  the  mate  to  the  Court,  where 
his  language  was  proved  by  two  witnesses,  and  he  was  committed.  The 
matter  so  excited  the  crew  of  the  ship  that  the  captain,  in  order  to 
pacify  them,  requested  the  release  of  the  mate  and  promised  to  bring 
him  before  the  Court  again.  The  next  day  his  request  was  granted  and 
at  the  appointed  time  the  mate  was  produced  in  court.  Then  in  the 
presence  of  the  captains  of  all  the  ships  in  the  harbor,  the  mate  acknowl¬ 
edged  his  offence  and  signed  a  paper  to  that  effect,  and  was  discharged. 
These  occurrences  troubled  the  authorities  lest  reports  should  be  car¬ 
ried  to  England,  that  they  had  rebelled,  and  that  the  contempt  shown 
to  the  King’s  colors  was  positive  proof  of  the  charge.  In  order  to 
counteract  such  representations,  Gov.  Vane  called  together  the  fifteen 
captains  and  asked  them  to  frankly  state  their  feelings  and  opinions  in 
regard  to  the  matter,  and  if  they  were  offended,  to  state  what  satisfac¬ 
tion  they  required.  They  answered  that  if,  on  their  return  to  England, 
they  should  be  enquired  of  as  to  what  colors  they  saw  here,  they  should 
state  the  facts,  and  that  they  should  like  to  see  the  King’s  colors  flying 
at  the  fort. 

,  "Gov.  Vane  was  scarcely  twenty-three  years  of  age  when  he  arrived 
in  this  country.  He  early  became  popular,  and  before  he  had  been  a 
year  in  the  Colony  was  chosen  governor.  His  father  at  this  time  was 
comptroller  of  the  King’s  household  and  possessed  power  and  influence. 
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At  the  time  of  his  election  there  were  fifteen  large  English  ships  in 
Boston  Harbor,  which  joined  in  the  congratulations  of  the  people  by 
firing  salutes.  New  regulations  for  the  shipping  were  necessary,  and 
the  governor  had  been  conferred  with  as  to  their  necessity  and  the  way 
to  bring  them  about.  The  governor,  though  young  in  years,  was  old 
in  the  art  of  diplomacy.  He  had  accompanied  his  father  on  missions 
to  foreign  courts,  and  became  an  adept  in  managing  men.  He  invited 
the  captains  to  dine  with  him,  and,  at  the  table,  skilfully  obtained  their 
compliance  with  the  needed  regulations.  This  was  only  a  few  days 
before  the  affair  of  the  mate  of  the  ‘Hector.’  When  the  governor  called 
the  captains  together  for  the  purpose  of  getting  their  views  in  regard 
to  the  colors,  their  memories  of  the  dinner  had  not  yet  passed  away 
and  they  were  still  in  an  amiable  mood  and  were  disposed  to  allow  the 
matter  to  pass  off  as  smoothly  as  possible.  When  they  advised  that  the 
King’s  colors  should  be  hoisted  at  the  Castle,  they  were  told  that  the 
authorities  had  no  King’s  colors.  Two  of  the  captains  then  agreed  to 
present  them  to  the  fort.  The  authorities,  unwilling  to  give  up  their 
prejudices,  yet  seeing  the  necessity  of  compliance,  replied,  that  for  their 
part  they  were  fully  persuaded  that  the  cross  in  the  ensign  was  idol¬ 
atrous,  and  for  that  reason,  they  might  not  use  it  in  their  ensign,  but  as 
the  fort  was  the  King’s,  and  maintained  in  his  name,  his  own  colors 
might  be  spread  there.  The  governor  accepted  the  colors  from  Capt. 
Palmer  of  the  ‘St.  Patrick’  and  promised  that  they  should  be  set  up  at 
Castle  Island. 

“A  conference  had  been  held  the  day  before  the  meeting  with  the 
captains,  in  which  the  point  of  difference  had  been  discussed.  The 
standing  council,  consisting  of  the  governor,  Mr.  Dudley,  and  Mr. 
Winthrop,  was  present  and  also  Mr.  Cotton.  The  governor,  Mr.  Cotton 
and  Mr.  Dudley  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  colors  might  be  used 
on  the  fort.  Mr.  Winthrop  and  others  did  not  concur  in  the  distinction. 
Mr.  Winthrop,  in  his  account  of  the  matter,  says,  ‘The  governor  and 
Mr.  Dudley  being  two  of  the  council,  being  persuaded  of  the  lawful 
use  of  the  colors,  might  use  their  authority  to  set  them  up.  Yet  others 
not  being  so  persuaded  and  being  doubtful,  could  not  join  in  the  act; 
yet  would  not  oppose  it.’  On  the  16th  of  June,  Gov.  Vane,  with  Mr. 
Dudley’s  consent,  gave  orders  to  Lieut.  Morris  to  hoist  the  King’s 
colors  on  Castle  Island,  when  the  ships  passed  by,  doubtless  the  same 
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colors  which  he  ordered  to  be  struck  when  the  ‘St.  Patrick’  entered  the  * 
harbor. 

“The  reason  given  for  allowing  the  flag  to  fly  on  the  Castle— that 
the  fort  was  the  King  s,  and  maintained  in  his  name/  was  singular 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  its  erection  was  ordered  by  the  Court  for  the 
express  purpose  of  defence  against  the  King’s  measures  which  they 
feared.  In  March,  1637,  Winthrop  states,  ‘the  Castle  Island  being  found 
to  be  very  changeable  to  maintain  the  garrison  there,  and  of  little  use, 
but  only  to  have  command  of  ships  which  would  come  hither  with 
passengers,  etc.,  there  was  a  committee  appointed  to  dispose  of  the 
ammunition  there.  This  shows  that  the  colony  continued  to  manage 
the  affairs  of  the  fort  without  reference  to  the  King.” 

Richard  Morris  fell  under  the  influence  of  Rev.  Wheelwright  and 
Ann  Hutchinson,  was  disarmed  and  ordered  to  depart  on  Sept.  6,  1638, 
and  he  went  into  exile  with  Richard  Bulgar  and  Capt.  John  Underhill, 
following  Rev.  Wheelwright  to  Exeter,  wherein  he  is  named  as  one  of 
the  early  settlers. 

The  following  letter,  written  without  place  of  residence,  by  Richard 
Morris,  has  been  preserved  by  Thomas  Lechford  in  his  Note  Book 
and  was  written  in  Latin,  but  translated  in  New  York  City.  As  Richard 
Morris  was  in  Exeter  at  its  date,  it  was  without  doubt  written  there, 
as  Capt.  John  Underhill  had  departed  from  Exeter  and  was  in  Boston, 
where  he  was  again  received  into  the  church  at  just  the  proper  period 
to  correspond  with  the  letter. 

November  5,  1640. 

Honorable  Sir: 

May  your  health  always  be  preserved  in  the  best  condition  thanks 
to  our  omnipotent  ruler,  God  and  our  Lord  Jesus,  our  only  Saviour. 
Sir,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  express  my  thanks  on  account  of  your  extraor¬ 
dinary  benevolence  shown  towards  me  and  my  people,  shown  when  we 
had  the  honor  of  being  guests  in  your  home,  my  wife  and  myself. 

I  am  in  possession  of  the  treatice  about  the  stabilization  of  the 
colony  in  conjunction  with  the  statute  of  the  church,  a  solemn  pact 
which  has  reached  my  hands.  Sieur  Underhill  has  left  at  once  for  your 
home  in  order  to  devote  himself  entirely  to  the  accomplishment  of  this 
task  and  in  order  to  establish  an  absolutely  free,  politically  independent 
regime. 

I  wish  to  express  again  my  gratitude  for  all  your  benevolence 
shown  to  me  and  I  remain,  commending  you  to  God’s  care. 

Devotedly  yours, 

Richardus  Morris. 
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The  stay  of  Richard  Morris  in  the  neighborhood  of  Exeter  was 
about  as  long  as  that  of  Capt.  John  Underhill,  for  the  latter,  in  October, 
1642,  had  located  in  Stamford,  Conn.,  and  the  previous  March  17 
Richard  Morris  was  made  Captain  at  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  as  per  the 
Documentary  History  of  Rhode  Island  by  Chapin,  Vol.  2,  page  120. 
He  was  made  freeman  there  the  day  previous  to  his  appointment. 

On  Oct.  5,  1643,  Capt.  Richard  Morris  was  to  be  made  responsible 
for  the  condition  of  all  arms,  stocks  and  pieces  and  on  May  23,  16a0, 
the  same  motion  was  passed,  showing  clearly  that  he  was  a  sword- 
cutler.  (Records  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plan¬ 
tations,  Vol.  1,  pp.  77,  221.) 

The  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  on  Sept.  7,  1643,  granted  Aquidnac 
(Portsmouth,  R.  I.),  a  barrel  of  powder  providing  Lt.  Morris  used  it 
cautiously  for  the  defense  of  the  Island  under  the  advice  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  and  his  Deputies. 

At  the  General  Court  of  Elections  held  at  Newport,  13  of  1  mo., 
1644,  Capt.  Morris  was  made  chief  at  Portsmouth. 

On  May  22,  1647,  William  Baulston  wrote  Governor  Winthrop  in 
Pequot,  in  behalf  of  Capt.  Morris  who  had  lost  his  Indian  maid  servant, 
a  daughter  of  Quason,  asking  Winthrop  to  make  inquiries  about  her, 
as  a  cousin  of  hers  was  in  his  service,  etc.  Baulston  called  her  a  “child 
of  death,’’  delivered  to  Morris  “by  the  Bay  at  the  time  of  the  Pequot 
War.”  She  had  a  large  scar  on  her  face  received  at  that  time  and 
“Capt.  Morris  and  Mrs.  Morris  had  cared  for  her  through  the  many 
months  of  its  healing” ;  also,  that  “Mrs.  Morris  is  aged  and  weak  and  in 
great  distress  for  want  of  her.”  (Doc.  Hist,  of  Rhode  Island  by  Chapin, 
Vol.  2,  p.  181.) 

Just  when  Leonora  Morris  died  has  not  been  found,  but  it  was 
prior  to  Dec.  18,  1658,  when  “Mary,  the  now  wife  of  Capt.  Richard 
Morris,”  agreed  to  the  sale  of  nine  acres  of  land  he  made  in  Ports¬ 
mouth,  R.  I.,  to  Peter  Tallman  (Printed  records  of  Portsmouth,  p.  360). 
Capt.  Morris  had  sold  land  to  Tallman  Nov.  18,  1658,  and  no  wife 
signed  (R.  I.  Records  1646-1669  in  office  of  Sec’y  of  State,  Providence, 
R.  I.,  p.  376),  which  indicates  he  married  the  said  Mary  between  the 
above  two  dates,  maiden  name  not  found,  but  the  fact  that  she  was  a 
widow  is  sustained  by  the  above  records,  pages  311,  315,  which  show 
she  had  a  granddaughter  married  and  in  trouble  in  the  courts  in  1669. 
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Prior  to  Aug.  10,  1659,  Capt.  Morris  removed  across  the  river  to 
Pocasset  in  Plymouth  Colony,  the  General  Court  there  having  granted 
him  a  neck  of  land  called  Nunnaquaquatt  or  Nunnoquaqutt,  upon  con¬ 
dition  that  he  should  submit  himself  to  that  Colony  and  be  ready  to  do 
such  duty  as  would  be  required  of  him  as  an  inhabitant  and  that  “he 
should  have  no  contentions  with  the  Indians  and  resign  to  the  court  all 
other  lands  which  he  had  purchased  or  lodged  claims  to,  and  shall  have 
no  interest  in  any  other  land.” 

The  following  (a  photostat  copy  of  which  is  owned  by  Myron  C. 
Taylor)  was  found  by  the  editor  in  the  Rhode  Island  Colony  Records, 
1646-1669,  Part  I,  p.  82,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I.:  The  document  furnishes  proof  that  Lettice,  wife  of 
Richard  Bulgar,  was  the  stepdaughter  of  Richard  Morris  whose  wife 
was  Leonora  the  mother  of  Capt.  John  Underhill. 

“This  indenture  made  this  10  day  of  August  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  God,  1659,  between  Capt.  Richard  Morris  late  of  Portsmouth,  on 
Rhode  Island  in  New  England  but  now  of  Nunnoquaqutt  on  the  one 

party  and  Richard  Bulgar  of  Portsmouth  on  Rhode  Island  on  the  other 
party. 

Wittnesseth  that  the  said  Capt.  Richard  Morris  hath  least  out  unto 
his  son-in-law  Richard  Bulgar,  all  the  marsh  land  or  meadows  salt  or 
fresh,  with  a  small  parcell  of  upland  which  hath  been  mowed  or  cutt,  or 
may  be  made  mowable  or  fitt  to  cutt  during  the  fall  and  compleat  term 
of  two  lives,  that  is  to  say  the  life  of  the  said  Richard  Bulgar  and 
Lettice  his  wife  and  daughter  in  law  unto  the  said  Capt.  Richard  Morris, 
situated  on  the  east  side  of  Pocasset  Pond  butted  and  bounded  as  fol¬ 
lowed,  on  the  north  with  the  entrance  into  the  said  pond  and  on  the 
east  with  divers  corn  fields  which  the  Indians  have  planted,  south  with 
a  great  salt  marsh  near  unto  the  head  of  the  said  pond  and  west  with 
the  said  pond  or  salt  water.  In  consideration  of  the  aforesaid  land  or 
marshes  the  said  Richard  Bulgar  hath  paid  to  the  value  of  twelve  pence 
income,  And  is  to  pay  to  the  value  of  two  pence  a  year  in  any  currant 
pay  he  hath,  to  the  said  Capt.  Richard  IVIorris  to  be  paid  upon  the  five 
and  twentieth  day  of  March  yearly  if  it  shall  be  demanded.  And  for 
upon  the  aforesaid  consideration  the  said  Capt.  Richard  Morris  doth  by 
these  presents  Give,  grant  and  resign  up  to  the  said  Richard  Bulgar 
and  Lettice  his  wife  during  the  terms  of  both  their  lives  all  my  right, 
title  and  interest  or  demand  in  or  to  the  aforesaid  Land  with  every  part 
and  parcel  thereof  with  all  the  profits,  privileges  and  appurtenances 
thereunto  belonging  or  any  ways  appertaining  to  him  the  said  Richard 
Bulgar  and  Lettice  his  wife  or  their  assigns,  to  be  his  or  their  proper 
Right,  Title  and  Estate,  to  have  and  to  hold  and  peaceably  to  possess 
and  enjoy  during  the  terms  aforesaid.  And  at  the  end  of  both  their 
lives  this  lease  is  to  be  void  and  of  non-effect.  And  the  said  Capt. 
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Richard  Morris  or  his  assigns  is  peaceably  to  re-enter  and  possess  his 
Land  but  no  forfeiture  nor  voidance  upon  any  clause  or  condition 
herein  mentioned  until  the  complete  term  of  two  lives  shall  be  and 
expired;  furthermore  it  is  covenanted  and  agreed  for  and  upon  the 
aforesaid  consideration  and  during  the  aforesaid  two  lives,  that,  if  the 
Lord  by  his  providence  shall  increase  the  stock  of  said  Richard  Bulgar 
or  of  Lettice  his  wife’s,  if  she  survives,  Then  I  the  said  Richard  Morris 
do  give  unto  my  said  son-in-law  Richard  Bulgar  or  Lettice  his  wife  or 
their  assigns  an  ample  power  and  Authority  as  is  above  written,  And 
for  and  upon  the  same  consideration  of  two  pence  a  year  to  cut  or  mow 
to  and  for  his  own  proper  use  and  benefit  two  loads  of  grass  yearly 
during  the  term  of  both  their  lives,  upon  the  aforesaid  great  salt  marsh 
which  is  the  southward  bounds  of  the  marshes  herein  mentioned,  And 
for  the  further  confirmation,  satisfaction  of  all  the  above  written  prom¬ 
ises  from  time  to  time  until  the  afore  term  of  two  lives  shall  be  ended 
and  expired  I,  the  said  Richard  Morris  do  by  these  presents  bind  my¬ 
self,  my  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns  firmly  by  this  my 
act  and  dated  and  by  setting  to  my  hand  and  seale  the  day  and  year 

above  written.  _ 

Richard  Morris 

Sealed,  signed  and  delivered 
in  the  presence  of 
Lott  Strange 
John  Sanford 

A  True  Copy  Entered  and  Recorded  per  me, 

John  Sanford,  Recorder 

Richard  Morris’s  residence  in  the  Plymouth  Colony  was  brief,  for 
the  following  year  he  was  again  in  Portsmouth  and  in  October  chosen 
Commissioner  to  the  General  Court  from  that  place,  although  on 
April  3,  1660,  he,  as  of  “Portsmouth  or  Plymouth  either”  states  he  was 
formerly  in  possession  of  land  called  Nunnaquaqutt,  north  of  Pocasset, 
which  he  purchased  from  an  Indian  and  which  was  granted  to  him  by 
the  Court  of  Plymouth,  March  9,  1656,  and  which  he  sold  to  William 
Brenton,  merchant  of  Newport.  His  wife  Mary  agreeing  to  the  sale. 
(R.  I.  Colony  Records  1646-1669,  p.  366  in  Providence.) 

These  same  Records,  page  293,  state  that  at  an  Assembly  held  at 
Newport,  July  12,  1663,  he  presented  a  petition,  saying  that  he  had  been 
“at  great  charges  at  his  house  for  rooms  and  providing  of  fires  and 
candles  for  the  General  Court  for  many  years  past”  and  the  Court 
ordered  that  he  should  have  ten  pounds  paid  to  him  out  of  the  General 
Treasury. 

The  above  year  1663,  has  been  printed  as  1669,  but  the  editor  care¬ 
fully  perused  the  original  entry  and  1663  is  the  correct  date. 


Ftrst  page  of  Billeting  list  of  Capt.  Orme’s  Company  at  Bergen-op-Zoom, 

Sept.  29 — Oct.  30,  1608 

(over) 


4 


*4-«y <S)  ^ 

d  2*  &  -)  M  e,MM 

...  ,  -v  y '■J&S8& 


^o/vi-wt  t  in  a 


A-tlrk 


r  ■  iffmrnwiiiiilMiiTiTiiriiiitimiffiT 


feKMfctii 


Fourth  name  from  top  “John  Underhill,  Srgt.,”  marked  ‘dead’ 

(Vol.  I,  page  13) 


Underhill  Genealogy 


23 


However,  Austin,  a  reliable  authority,  states  that  in  the  years  of 
1669,  1670,  1672  and  1674  the  Assemblies  were  still  held  at  his  home. 
It  is  possible  he  was  not  living,  even  though  the  meetings  were  held 
there,  because  when  his  wife  Mary  Morris  appeared  before  the  court 
in  a  plea  for  her  grandchild  on  March  22,  1669/70,  he  did  not  appear 
with  her. 

The  property  Richard  Morris  sold  William  Brenton  at  Nunne- 
quaqutt  in  1660  was  made  over  by  the  latter  Nov.  27,  1667,  to  his  son- 
in-law  Peleg  Sanford  as  per  the  records  in  the  Sec’y  of  State’s  office  in 
Providence,  page  366,  but  in  a  recent  publication  styled  The  Sanford 
Papers  1666-1699,  is  a  letter  dated  Newport,  July  24,  1666,  from  Peleg 
Sanford  to  “Mr.”  Richard  Bulgar  concerning  the  above  transaction  in 
which  he  states  “As  for  my  right  an  the  lands  of  Nunnaquaqutt  I  have 
from  my  father  Brenton,  who  legally  bought  it  and  honestly  paid  your 
father  Morris.”  This  indicates  to  a  slight  degree  that  Richard  Morris 
was  deceased  prior  to  the  date  of  the  letter  and  that  Bulgar  was  seeking 
the  control  of  the  property. 

To  date,  the  only  issue  found  of  John  and  Leonora  (Pawley) 
Underhill  (order  not  known)  are  as  follows:  (1)  Capt.  John  Underhill, 
whose  marriages  and  descendants  may  be  found  in  volumes  two  and 
three  of  this  publication;  (2)  Lettice;  (3)  Petronella. 

(2)  Lettice  Underhill  doubtless  came  to  New  England  with  her 
mother  Leonora  and  her  brother  Capt.  John  Underhill  and  married 
Richard  Bulgar  in  Boston  during  1633.  There  is  no  mention  of  her  in 
the  church  membership  list,  but  certain  it  is,  that  Richard  Bulgar  joined 
the  church  13  of.  2  mo.  1634  and  on  the  20  of  2  mo.,  1634,  they  had  a 
son  John  baptized,  of  whom  no  further  trace  has  been  found. 

Richard  Bulgar  must  have  come  over  in  the  Winthrop  Fleet  as 
he  was  made  a  freeman  the  same  day  in  1631  that  John  Underhill  and 
Richard  Morris  were. 

The  Boston  records  show  that  he  owned  property  there  in  1635, 
next  to  that  of  Edward  Browne;  was  a  mason  and  bricklayer  and 
at  one  time  employed  by  Mr.  Hutchinson  and  the  Records  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bay  furnish  the  information  that  he  was  to  be  disarmed  in 
1637  as  a  follower  of  Wheelwright,  and  went  into  exile  with  Underhill 
and  Morris.  In  nearly  every  instance  where  his  name  is  found,  he  is 
closely  associated  with  Richard  Morris  and  it  was  so  marked  that  it  is 
noted  in  Lechford’s  Note  Book. 
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About  the  time  in  1639,  when  Capt.  John  Underhill  asked  permis¬ 
sion  to  reside  with  the  Dutch  in  New  Amsterdam  and  in  1640  sought 
a  residence  in  Saco,  Maine,  as  per  a  letter  from  Richard  Vines  to  John 
Winthrop  under  date  of  June  25  of  that  year,  Richard  Bulgar  had  pur¬ 
chased  a  lot  in  York,  Maine,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  he  ever 
resided  there  and  while  Capt.  John  located  in  Stamford,  Conn.,  and 
Richard  Morris  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  Richard  Bulgar  was  still  lingering 
in  Exeter,  N.  H.,  where,  on  April  8,  1644,  he  was  made  one  of  the 
Selectmen  and  June  11,  1644,  was  to  have  the  title  of  Lieutenant  and 
was  ordered  to  exercise  the  trainband.  To  date  nothing  further  has 
been  found  by  the  editor  concerning  him  in  that  community  but  the 
records  of  Gravesend,  L.  I.,  disclose  the  fact  that  in  Feb.  1650,  Lt. 
Bulgar  was  there  and  had  been  in  Flushing,  where  Capt.  John  Under¬ 
hill  was  then  residing,  and  the  town  records  of  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  under 
date  of  April  29,  1650,  state  that  he  was  received  as  an  inhabitant  there 
and  made  freeman  on  that  date. 

The  probabilities  are  that  he  and  Lettice  went  there  to  reside  to 
be  near  her  mother. 

In  1652  he  was  a  witness  to  a  confirmatory  deed  of  a  neck  of  land 
that  an  Indian  had  previously  sold  Capt.  Morris.  He  removed  to 
Warwick,  R.  I.,  where  on  Sept.  12,  1654,  he  was  made  a  freeman  and 
is  mentioned  as  a  Commissioner  from  there  on  March  17,  1656,  and 
the  Land  Evidence  in  Portsmouth  shows  that  he  made  a  land  deal 
there  with  William  Almy  on  Jan.  5,  1656. 

The  Records  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  state 
that  he  was  made  the  General  Solicitor  for  the  Colony,  May  20,  1656, 
a  position  he  held  until  the  election  of  1664. 

He  must  have  returned  to  Portsmouth  to  reside  before  June  3, 
1656,  when  he  was  chosen  to  audit  certain  accounts  and  on  Oct.  4,  1656, 
was  chosen  Town  Sergeant,  continuing  in  that  office  until  he  was  made 
Town  Clerk  on  June  4,  1660,  with  the  title  of  "Mr.”  His  last  entry 
on  the  books  as  that  officer  is  dated  April  13,  1669. 

Land  Evidence  in  Portsmouth  under  date  of  Oct.  1,  1669,  states 
he  sold  two  acres  there  to  Thomas  Butts  and  on  Jan.  28,  1670,  he  and 
wife,  Lettice,  sold  property  in  Portsmouth  to  John  Simmons. 

In  the  General  Court  of  Trials,  1671-1724,  in  the  Superior  Court 
of  Newport,  page  11,  at  a  court  held  there  May  12,  1673,  the  General 


St.  Gertrude’s  Church  in  Bergen-op-Zoom,  Holland,  where  Capt.  John 
Underhill’s  father  was  buried  in  1608.  Built  1485.  Still  standing  in  the 

MARKET  PLACE.  ROOF  AND  TOWER  DESTROYED  BY  BOMBARDMENT  IN  THE  18TH 

Century,  but  restored.  Walls  and  stone  floor  still  in  position 

(Vol.  I,  page  13) 


Underhill  Genealogy 


25 


Assembly  indicated  an  Indian  whom  the  English  called  “John,”  but 
the  Indians,  “Punneane”  for,  “that  the  said  Indian  on  the  21  day  of 
March  last  past  came  to  the  dwelling  house  of  Mr.  Richard  Bulgar  in 
Portsmouth  and  committed  an  assault  on  the  body  of  Lettice,  wife  of 
the  said  Richard  Bulgar,  upon  which  ensued  the  death  of  the  said 
Lettice/’  The  Indian  testified  he  did  not  know  whether  he  was  guilty 
or  not,  as  he  was  drunk,  but  the  jury  declared  him  guilty  and  he  was 
to  be  hung  on  Friday,  May  23,  1673,  the  same  time  as  Thomas  Cornell, 
who  had  murdered  his  mother  and  whose  trial  directly  precedes  that 
of  the  Indian  in  the  records.  They  were  executed  by  one  Robert 
Butterworth,  who  was  paid  four  pounds  from  the  General  Treasury 
as  per  the  Records  in  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  in  Providence, 
1671-1686,  p.  291. 

On  Nov.  18,  1673,  Peter  Tallman,  Sr.,  of  Portsmouth,  bound  him¬ 
self  to  maintain  a  good  fence  between  his  land  and  that  of  Richard 
Bulgar,  which  he  had  purchased  from  him  and  to  maintain  it  during  the 
natural  life  of  Richard  Bulgar  and  the  life  of  his  wife,  “if  he  shall 
marry  another.”  Recorded  29,  9,  1683. 

On  July  29,  1674,  Richard  Bulgar  sold  land  in  Portsmouth  to 
Joseph  Anthony  and  on  Aug.  16,  1679,  he  as  of  Portsmouth,  testified 
that  he  was  “70  years  of  age  or  thereabouts  and  that  he  had  witnessed 
a  deed  of  land  signed  by  an  Indian  who  was  the  eldest  brother  of  the 
Sachem  Philip  who  first  began  the  late  Indian  War  with  the  English.” 
A  photostat  copy  of  this  testimony  is  in  the  Town  Clerk’s  office  in 
Portsmouth,  the  original  in  Providence. 

The  last  evidence  found  of  Richard  Bulgar  is  in  the  Land  Evidence 
Book  in  Portsmouth,  when  on  26  of  12  mo.  called  February,  1686/7 
and  acknowledged  April  7,  1687,  he,  calling  himself  of  Portsmouth,  in 
consideration  of  sufficient  maintenance  of  “myself  for  life,”  conveys 
his  house  and  land  in  that  place,  near  Pocasset  River,  to  John  Anthony, 
Peleg  Tripp  and  John  Borden,  overseers  of  the  poor,  for  the  said  town. 
He  was  then  an  old  man  and  probably  died  within  a  short  time  after. 

The  type  of  office  he  held  marked  him  as  a  man  of  intelligence 
and  education. 

Knowledge  of  the  pioneers  of  Newport  and  vicinity  is  meagre 
because  the  town  records  are  not  available.  In  1779,  the  Town  Clerk 
who  was  a  Tory,  took  them  on  board  a  British  vessel  and  on  their 
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way  to  New  York  City  the  boat  sunk  in  Hell  Gate.  After  some  weeks 
she  was  raised  and  the  records  carelessly  stored  in  New  York.  In 
1782  the  Town  Council  of  Newport  demanded  their  return  and  secured 
them  but  not  until  1857  was  an  attempt  made  to  copy  or  restore  them 
and  only  about  one-half  were  rescued. 

The  Colony  Records  are  supposed  to  be  in  print,  but  the  editor 
was  informed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Providence,  that 
they  contained  only  matter  in  which  the  compiler  had  an  interest,  a 
fact  which  proved  true  indeed.  The  original  records  are  not  indexed 
and  must  be  searched  page  by  page. 

(3)  Petronella  Underhill  was  in  New  Amsterdam  before  May  16, 
1638,  as  on  that  date  J.  de  Voocht  gave  her  a  note  for  300  guilders  and 
on  Sept.  17,  1638,  she  gave  him  a  receipt  for  50  guilders  on  account. 
Before  Aug.  6,  1639,  she  was  the  wife  of  Ulrich  Lupoid  and  on  Aug.  2, 
1640,  they  had  a  son  Ulrich  baptized  in  the  Dutch  church  in  New  Am¬ 
sterdam,  the  sponsors  being  Leonora  Onderhyll,  Corn.  Vander  Oykens, 
fiscael  and  Jacques  Badier.  As  the  grandparents  of  a  child,  if  available, 
always  witnessed  its  baptism,  as  per  the  custom  of  the  Dutch  at  that  period 
and  as  no  other  Leonora  Underhill  has  been  found  in  either  Dutch  or 
English  records,  but  the  mother  of  Capt.  John  Underhill  it  is  more  than 
fair  to  declare  Petronella  her  daughter  and  his  sister.  No  trace  of  the 
mother’s  second  husband  has  been  found  in  New  Amsterdam  but  if  he 
were  here  when  Leonora  witnessed  the  baptism,  his  name  would  not  have 
been  used.  The  editor  of  these  notes  without  documentary  proof  to 
sustain  it,  believes  that  when  Capt.  John  Underhill  on  Sept.  8,  1639, 
asked  the  privilege  of  residing  in  New  Amsterdam,  he  did  so,  because 
of  his  mother  and  sister  residing  there.  Effort  was  made  to  secure 
a  copy  of  the  original  record  in  Albany,  regarding  the  note  one 
J.  de  Voocht  gave  Petronella,  as  the  name  was  similar  to  de  Hooch 
and  found  in  no  other  document.  Unfortunately  it  was  burned  in 
the  capitol  fire.  The  Dutch  manuscripts  show  that  on  April  28,  1638, 
Lupoid  is  named  as  Fiscal ;  Aug.  6,  1639,  Ulrich  Lupoid  as  husband 
of  Petronella  Underhill,  gave  power  of  attorney  to  Coenradt  van 
Cuelen,  to  collect  from  Johan  de  Voocht  300  guilders,  less  50  already 
received  on  account;  July  31,  1639,  he  was  dismissed  as  Schout 
Fiscal  and  appointed  Commissary,  retaining  his  seat  in  the  Council ; 
March  14,  1641,  he  was  to  be  sent  to  Holland  to  answer  for  certain 


Choir,  where  Capt.  John  Underhill’s  father  was  buried  in  1608, 
in  St.  Gertrude’s  Church,  Bergen-op-Zoom 
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delinquencies;  June  6,  1641,  he  acknowledged  his  faults  and  requests 
re-employment.  It  was  not  granted,  but  he  was  allowed  rations  until 
the  ships  arrived;  Sept.  12,  1641,  on  petition  of  “some  respectable 
Englishmen”  he  was  permitted  to  remain;  Nov.  28,  1641,  he  gave 
power  of  attorney  to  William  Momma  to  collect  money  in  Amster¬ 
dam  for  him;  June  19,  1642,  the  West  India  Company  resolved  to 
employ  him  again  but  on  Aug.  28,  1642,  he  was  once  more  in  diffi¬ 
culties  and  on  that  date  he  and  his  wife  pleaded  “not  guilty.”  There 
is  no  further  mention  made  of  them.  They  probably  returned  to 
Holland  where  it  is  apparent  he  had  some  propertv. 


Life  and  Activities  of  Capt.  John  Underhill 

(See  also  Vol.  II.) 


The  English  Ancestry  of  Capt.  John  Underhill  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  back  to  and  including  Hugh  Underhill,  keeper  of  the  wardrobe 
to  Queen  Elizabeth  in  Greenwich  Palace,  examined,  and  passed,  by  the 
College  of  Arms  in  London  and  traced  to  armigerous  Underhills  of 
Ettington  in  Warkickshire  and  their  predecessors  of  the  thirteenth 
century.  As  to  the  year  of  his  birth,  legend  varies  between  1597  and 
1600;  as  to  place,  tradition  locates  it  at  Baginton,  near  Kenilworth 
(Killingworth)  in  Warwickshire. 

The  mother  of  Capt.  John  Underhill  was  a  widow  living  in  Holland 
in  1618,  and  it  should  be  conceded  that  he  was  residing  there  with  her 
at  that  time,  but  no  authentic  evidence  is  found  concerning  him  until 
Nov.  28,  1628,  on  which  date  the  Betrothal  Records  of  Gorinchem  and 
the  Hague  testify  to  his  betrothal  to  Heylken,  daughter  of  Willem  de 
Hooch  of  the  former  place  and  in  each  entry  he  is  described  as  a  Cadet 
in  the  Guard  of  the  Prince  of  Orange.  As  a  sequel  to  those  entries, 
the  man  iage  of  the  couple  on  December  12,  1628,  is  recorded  in  the 
records  of  the  Kloosterkerk  at  The  Hague.  He  makes  one  other  appear¬ 
ance  in  the  Dutch  records  there  on  Feb.  26,  1630,  when  he  signs  a 

document  stating  his  acceptance  of  the  division  of  his  wife’s  father’s 
estate. 

Capt.  John  Underhill  is  first  mentioned  in  New  England,  when, 
on  Aug.  27,  1630,  he  joined  the  first  church.  In  Vol.  II.  of  this  publi¬ 
cation  the  editor  states  he  was  first  mentioned  Sept.  7,  1630,  but  she 
had  not  at  that  time  seen  the  First  Church  Records.  Just  when  he 
arrived  in  New  England  is  not  definitely  known  but  that  he  came  with 
Winthrop  is  generally  conceded  and  it  is  stated  in  Vol.  II.  of  The  Life 

and  Letters  of  John  Winthrop  that  he  (Winthrop)  sailed  from  England 
April  8,  1630. 
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Helena,  wife  of  Capt.  John  Underhill,  did  not  join  the  church 
until  15,  10  mo.,  1633,  probably  because  of  her  inability  to  speak  the 
English  language  and  on  the  29,  10  mo.,  1633,  their  maid,  Margery 
Hinds,  became  a  member. 

On  Sept.  7,  1630,  the  Court  of  Assistants  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony  met  in  Charlestown  and  authorized  Underhill  be  provided 
with  food,  money  and  house  rent  as  the  chief  military  authority  of  the 
Colony  with  Daniel  Patrick,  who  shared  the  fifty  pounds  maintenance. 
He  was  made  Captain  before  May  18,  1631,  and  as  such  was  expected 
to  attend  Governor  Winthrop  on  his  official  visits,  to  arrest  notable 
offenders  and  locate  with  others,  convenient  places  for  forts  on  Castle 
Island,  Charlestown  and  Dorchester.  In  May  1634  he  was  elected 
Deputy  to  the  General  Court  and  on  7  mo.  1  day,  1634  is  listed  one  of 
Boston’s  Selectmen. 

When  he  sailed  for  England  in  November,  1634,  the  ostensible 
reason  given  by  Winthrop  was  that  he  “had  leave  to  visit  his  friends  in 
Holland,”  but  circumstantial  evidence  indicates  that  his  real  mission 
was  to  secure  considerable  additions  to  the  warlike  stores  of  the  colony 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  armed  conflict  with  England  was  anticipated. 
He  did,  at  any  rate,  procure  a  generous  supply  of  gun-powder  from 
one  friend  of  the  colony ;  and  had  returned  to  Boston  before  September, 
1635.  During  the  ensuing  winter  he  was  empowered  by  the  General 
Court  to  impress  labour  for  the  erection  of  forts  and  to  direct  the 
distribution  of  ordnance  to  various  vulnerable  places  on  the  coast  and 
one  of  the  other  specific  duties  assigned  him  was  the  arrest  of  his  friend, 
Roger  Williams,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  Salem,  but  when  the  officers 
arrived  there  he  had  fled  to  more  congenial  shores  to  the  south  to  escape 
punishment  by  the  Puritans  for  his  liberal  religious  views  and  became 
the  founder  of  the  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations. 

In  August,  1636,  Capt.  John  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  punitive 
expedition  to  Block  Island  and  he  was  the  eleventh  signer  on  the 
original  roll  of  membership  of  The  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery 
Company  of  Boston  in  1637,  although  they  did  not  receive  their  charter 
until  13  of  1  mo.,  1638. 

On  the  1  mo.,  9  day,  1636/7,  he  was  chosen  Captain  by  the  General 
Court  “for  the  country’s  service”  in  view  of  the  grave  danger  which 
threatened  the  colony  from  the  Pequot  Indians.  He  proceeded  to  Say- 
brook  Fort  and  with  Capt.  John  Mason,  was  the  chief  instrument  in 
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their  complete  destruction.  However  on  2  of  9  mo.,  1637,  he  was  dis¬ 
charged  from  further  service  but  was  to  have  a  quarter’s  pay  for  a 
gratuity,  but  at  this  same  meeting  of  the  General  Court  he  was  censored 
for  ‘'putting  his  hand  to  a  seditious  writing,”  was  disfranchised,  put 
from  the  Captain  s  place  and  disarmed.  The  “seditious  writing”  was 
the  signing  of  a  petition  in  favor  of  Rev.  John  Wheelwright  who  had 
given  great  offence  by  a  liberal  Fast-Day  sermon  and  sentenced  to  be 
banished. 

Early  in  1638,  Capt.  John  sailed  for  England  and  on  March  24 
was  in  negotiation  with  the  Committee  of  Providence  Island  to  enter 
the  service  of  the  company  in  a  military  capacity.  On  April  26  his 
pamphlet,  “Newes  from  America,”  was  entered  at  Stationers’  Hall, 
London.  He  had  returned  to  Boston  by  August  first  for  on  that  day 
he  sold  his  house  and  land  there  but  on  the  6  of  7  mo.,  1638,  the  General 
Court  decreed  his  banishment.  He  followed  Rev.  WEeelwright  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Dover  and  Exeter  and  ere  long  was  elected  Governor 
of  that  community,  a  post  he  occupied  until  March,  1640.  During  the 
short  period  of  his  stay  there  he  was  seeking  a  new  abode,  for  on  Sept. 
8,  1639,  as  Governor  John  Underhill,  he  asked  permission  to  dwell 
with  the  Dutch  in  New  Amsterdam.  It  was  granted  him  but  he  did 
not  abide  in  that  neighborhood  until  several  years  later.  In  1640  he 
was  excommunicated  by  the  First  Church  of  Boston,  only  to  be  shortly 
restored  to  its  membership,  it  having  been  realized  by  Winthrop  and 
his  colleagues  that  his  actions  had  been  woefully  misjudged.  Towards 
the  end  of  1641,  in  view  of  disturbances  at  Dover  and  uncertainty  as  to 
his  future,  his  thoughts  again  turned  towards  the  Dutch  and  on  Jan.  16, 
1642,  he  leased  a  plantation  in  Flatlands,  which  it  does  not  appear  he 
occupied.  At  the  instigation  of  the  Church  in  Boston  who  fitted  him 
out  with  a  pinnace  to  remove  himself  and  family,  he  was  led  to  locate 
in  Stamford  and  on  the  5  of  2  mo.,  1643,  he  was  elected  Deputy  from 
there  to  the  General  Court  of  New  Haven.  By  October  of  that  year 
his  services  had  been  requisitioned  by  Director  Kieft  for  aid  against 
the  Indians  and  in  February  of  1644  he  was  in  chief  command  of  the 
force  which  destroyed  the  Indian  encampment  near  Greenwich.  For 
those  services  Kieft  made  him  two  grants  of  land,  one  being  Meuteleers 
Island,  in  later  years  known  as  Bergen  Island  and  the  other  a  plot  on 
Manhattan  Island  now  occupied  by  Trinity  Church-yard,  on  which  land 
he  took  up  his  abode  prior  to  May  25,  1644.  On  May  24,  1645,  he  was 


From  a  Certificate  Book  at ’s  Hertogenbosch,  relating  to  Berc.en-op-Zoom,  Holland, 

dated  Dec.  13,  1607 


The  name  of  John  Underhill,  Srg’t,  may  be  seen  in  the  fourth  line  above. 
The  document  refers  to  htm  securing  a  deserter  from  the  military  company 
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elected  a  member  of  the  Council  of  New  Amsterdam  and  the  same  year 
one  of  the  Eight  Men  who  were  elected  to  adopt  measures  against  the 
Indians.  The  Bergen  Island  property  did  not  come  into  his  possession 
until  May  14,  1646.  There  is  every  evidence  that  he  expected  to  make 
that  place  his  permanent  home,  but  when  Director  Stuyvesant  came 
into  power,  he  appointed  him  Sheriff  of  Flushing,  April  27,  1648,  and  he 
removed  to  that  town  where  he  was  elected  a  Magistrate  in  1651  and 
served  as  such  in  1652,  but  in  April,  1653,  on  learning  that  the  Dutch 
were  plotting  with  the  Indians  to  attack  the  English,  his  relations  with 
Director  Stuyvesant  became  strained  and  he  was  imprisoned  in  New 
Amsterdam  for  hoisting  the  Parliamentary  colors  and  “addressing  a 
seditious  paper  to  the  people  of  Long  Island.”  His  incarceration  was 
of  short  duration  and  the  charges  against  him  were  dismissed,  the 
natural  outcome  of  which  was  that  he  left  Flushing  for  Newport,  R.  I., 
where  he  offered  his  services  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  United 
Colonies  in  “the  common  cause  of  England  against  the  Dutch,”  and 
on  May  19,  1653,  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  commissioned 
him  Commander-in-Chief  on  land  with  full  power  to  act.  On  June  27, 
1653,  he  seized  the  Dutch  post  between  Saybrook  and  Hartford  for 
the  English,  with  permission  of  the  General  Court  of  Hartford.  This 
fort,  known  as  The  House  of  Hope,  had  long  hampered  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  Hartford  and  had  been  fortified  by  the  Dutch  in  1641.  Peace 
was  declared  in  1654  and  during  the  short  period  affecting  the  fore¬ 
going  events  he  had  taken  up  his  residence  in  Southold,  L.  I.,  certainly 
residing  there  in  March  of  that  year  and  owning  property  located  par¬ 
tially  where  the  Savings  Bank  now  stands.  In  1658  his  first  wife, 
Helena,  died  there  and  there  has  recently  been  erected  to  her  memory 
a  small  slate  stone,  to  harmonize  with  those  of  the  pioneers  still  stand¬ 
ing  in  the  Presbyterian  Cemetery  in  that  place.  Early  in  the  following 
year  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Lieut.  Robert  and  Elizabeth 
(Fownes-Winthrop)  Feake,  and  sold  his  property  in  Southold  on 
April  1st  to  Thomas  Moore.  In  August  of  that  year  he  was  a  resident 
of  Setauket,  otherwise  known  as  Cromwell’s  Bay.  Elizabeth  Fownes- 
Winthrop  was  a  cousin  and  widow  of  Henry  Winthrop,  son  of  Gov¬ 
ernor  John  Winthrop,  said  Henry  losing  his  life  by  drowning  shortly 
after  his  arrival  in  New  England.  Just  when  Capt.  John  Underhill 
located  in  Oyster  Bay  is  not  definitely  known,  but  probably  in  1661. 
Certain  it  is,  the  inhabitants  there  on  March  1,  1664/5  appointed  him 
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a  delegate  from  that  place  to  the  Convention  in  Hempstead  where  a 
body  of  laws  and  ordinances  for  the  future  government  of  the  Province 
were  promulgated,  which  continued  the  laws  of  the  Colony  until  Octo¬ 
ber,  1683.  On  April  22,  1665,  he  was  appointed  Surveyor  of  Customs 
for  Long  Island  and  later  High  Constable  and  Under  Sheriff  of  the 
North  Riding  of  Yorkshire  on  Long  Island,  by  “His  Highness  the 
Duke  of  York.”  Besides  being  the  intermediary  between  the  colonists 
and  Governor  Nicolls  with  reference  to  taxation  and  other  matters,  the 
Matinecock  Indians  especially  referred  to  him  as  their  chief  advisor 
and  on  Oct.  1,  1666,  he  presented  a  petition  on  their  behalf  to  the 
Court  of  Assizes.  In  recognition  of  those  services  they  conveyed  to 
John  Underhill  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  the  original  deed 
of  which  is  now  preserved  in  the  custody  of  Myron  C.  Taylor,  whose 
summer  home  stands  on  part  of  that  allotment.  Prior  to  April,  1667,  Capt. 
John  had  been  seeking  the  approval  of  the  Governor  for  naming  that 
territory  Killingworth,  to  which  he  had  acceeded,  even  the  Indian  deed 
being  dated  Killenworth,”  prior  to  the  Governor’s  written  consent. 
Sometime  previous  to  March  14,  1666/7,  Capt.  John  had  asked  relief 
from  his  military  duties  for  on  that  date  the  Governor  agreed,  writing, 
“by  reason  of  of  yor  yeares  &  other  cares  that  attend  you,  I  do  allow  of 
your  excuse  and  leave  you  to  your  owne  Liberty.”  On  Feb.  24,  1668/9, 
Governor  Lovelace  wrote  the  inhabitants  of  Killingworth  and  Matine¬ 
cock  in  reply  to  one  received  “by  the  hands  of  Captain  Underhill,” 
regarding  the  residents  of  those  places  requesting  independence  of 
Hempstead,  and  this  appears  to  be  his  last  official  act.  He  made  his  will 
in  Killingworth  and  died  there  21  of  7  mo.,  1672,  and  was  buried  in 
what  is  now  known  as  The  Underhill  Burying  Ground,  located  in 
Locust  Valley,  L.  I.,  being  a  part  of  the  acreage  presented  to  him  by 
the  Indians  in  1667  and  where  an  imposing  monument  marks  his  burial 
place.  Close  by  and  on  a  part  of  the  original  Indian  grant  is  “Killing- 
worth,”  the  home  of  his  best  known  living  descendant,  Myron  C. 
Taylor. 

Numerous  letters  from  Capt.  John  Underhill  are  preserved  in  the 
Winthrop  Manuscript  owned  by  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society 
and  photostats  of  each  one  are  in  the  possession  of  Myron  C.  Taylor, 
only  two  or  three  being  used  in  this  publication.  Letters  vainly  sought 
by  the  editor  were  undoubtedly  destroyed  in  Greenwich,  Conn.,  or  in 
Boston  as  per  the  following  minute  found  among  the  many  scraps  of 
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paper  left  by  the  Winthrop  family.  It  reads  as  follows:  “The  eating 
teeth  of  time  devours  all  things.  A  Hogshead  of  Ancient  Papers  of 
value,  belonging  to  our  family  lost  at  Greenwich  in  New  England;  a 
barrell  full  of  papers  Burnt  in  a  warehouse  at  Boston.”  The  date  is 
partially  destroyed,  only  the  last  figure,  “8,”  is  readable.  (See  copy  of 
photostat.)  The  handwriting  is  of  the  period  of  the  seventeenth  or 
early  eighteenth  century. 


The  editor  of  this  publication  has  carefully  looked  over  the  letters 
credited  to  Capt.  John  Underhill  as  published  in  the  Knickerbocker 
Magazine,  Vol.  38,  page  426,  in  1859,  and  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons 
has  decided  not  to  embody  them  in  the  Underhill  Genealogy. 


Underhill  Coat-of-Arms 


The  coat-of-arms  used  as  a  frontispiece  in  this  publication  is  taken 
from  conveyances  of  land  on  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  in  which  Capt.  John 
Underhill  had  an  interest  as  per  the  following  letters  written  to  D. 
Harris  Underhill  by  the  late  George  W.  Cocks,  the  noted  Long  Island 
genealogist : 

On  Jan.  24,  1899,  he  wrote  that  he  had  in  his  possession  tempo¬ 
rarily  “two  very  good  impressions  of  the  seal  used  by  Capt.  John 
Underhill  and  his  grandson,  John.  If  your  treasury  will  warrant  the 
expense  I  will  arrange  to  have  the  best  one  copied  and  enlarged.  You 
have  in  the  use  of  this  seal  by  John  the  third  the  best  evidence  extant 
of  the  coat  armor  that  Capt.  John  was  entitled  to  bear  and  assuming 
that  it  was  inherited,  competent  evidence  of  his  line  of  descent.  I  have 
also  the  Indian  deed  of  the  150  acres  from  the  Indian  proprietors  and 
I  think  Francis  Y.  Underhill  would  consent  if  asked  officially  to  have 
it  restored  to  proper  shape  and  photographed.” 

March  28,  1899,  he  states:  “In  accordance  with  your  desire,  I  here¬ 
with  proceed  to  designate  the  location  of  the  papers  on  which  the  seal 
believed  to  have  been  used  by  Capt.  John  Underhill  certainly  appears. 
The  first  is  the  deed  now  held  by  Francis  Y.  Underhill  of  Matinecock, 
Locust  Valley,  N.  Y.,  bearing  the  names  of  seven  Indians,  conveying 
to  Capt.  John  Underhill,  150  acres  of  land  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Corn  Creek.  This  seal  has  not  any  significance  as  to  the  title,  but  was 
evidently  a  feat  of  the  Capt.  The  date  is  Feb.  20,  1667.” 

The  next  one  is  on  a  deed  of  certain  Indians  to  Robert  Williams, 
the  same  year,  and  differs  from  the  other  in  that  Capt.  John  was  a 
witness.  This  is  in  the  possession  of  Leonard  Jacob,  of  East  Island, 
Dosoris.  * 

The  next,  dated  the  same  year,  is  a  deed  from  certain  Indians  to 
Henry  Ruddock,  same  conditions  as  the  preceding  and  is  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  Mrs.  Phebe  E.  Weeks  of  Locust  Valley,  L.  I. 
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The  next  is  a  deed  from  certain  Indians  to  Nathan  Birdsall, 
with  like  conditions  and  is  in  possession  of  Joshua  Cock  of  Locust 
Valley,  L.  I.,  and  there  is  another  document  in  possession  of  Jacob  T. 
Bowne  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  with  seal  under  like  conditions.  But  the 
document  under  date  of  1723,  being  a  deed  of  Gift  from  John  Under¬ 
hill,  the  third,  to  son  Daniel,  where  the  seal  accompanies  the  signature, 
is  ample  confirmation  of  the  legitimate  use  of  the  seal.  This  document 
is  in  the  possession  of  Frank  Y.  Underhill.” 

Note  by  the  editor:  The  document  mentioned  above  as  in  the 
possession  of  Jacob  T.  Bowne,  is  owned  (1931)  by  Sydney  K.  Backus, 
of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  It  is  witnessed  by  John  Underhill,  Jr.,  and  John 
Feke  and  dated  March  10,  1667.  A  copy  will  be  made  for  this 
publication. 

George  W.  Cocks,  on  Feb.  17,  1905,  takes  exception  to  certain 
statements  made  in  Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Underhill  Society, 
stating:  “that  in  view  of  the  manifest  perversion  of  facts  therein,  I  feel 
it  incumbent  on  me  to  protest,  inasmuch  as  I  am  advertised  as  Honorary 
Secretary  and  Associate  Editor  and  might  justly  be  held  responsible 
for  the  truth  of  statements  purporting  to  relate  to  the  territory  I  am 
presumed  to  represent.  On  page  23  it  appears,  ‘the  design  of  the  Badge 
would  be  taken  from  the  deed  given  by  Capt.  John  Underhill/  This 
should  be  given  to  Capt.  John  by  the  Indians/  although  the  appearance 
of  his  seal  with  or  without  his  signature  on  that  instrument,  was,  to 
say  the  least,  a  superfluity.  -In  a  report  of  the  Coat  Armor  Committee 
in  lines  6  to  14  inclusive  (page  27)  statement  is  made  that  fit  is  common 
to  find  deeds  given  by  the  Indians,  etc/  This  is  a  mistake,  for  besides 
the  above  mentioned  I  do  not  believe  there  were  but  seven  such  and 
the  names  of  Capt.  John  and  his  son  John  appear  on  them  all  executed 
the  same  day  in  1667.  The  only  conveyance  known  to  have  been  made 
by  an  Underhill  on  which  this  seal  was  used  was  made  by  John,  the 
grandson  of  Capt.  John,  and  it  was  from  this  one  and  four  other  im¬ 
pressions  from  several  of  the  seven  above  mentioned  that  Irving  Under¬ 
hill  reconstructed  the  form  of  ‘Coat  of  Arms  and  Seal’  adopted.  I  also 
challenge  the  statement  that  ‘these  seals  and  forms  appear  on  deeds  in 
Westchester,  Dutchess  and  Orange  Counties  property/  Where  is  the 
proof  ?  Just  here,  let  me  add  that  while  I  am  not  thirsting  for  notoriety, 

I  feel  that  I  have  been  treated  with  scant  courtesy,  in  that  no  mention 
whatever  is  made  in  the  Report,  of  my  part  in  the  discovery  of  these 
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seals  and  the  demonstration  of  the  use  of  one  (certainly)  by  an  Under¬ 
hill.  All  of  which  is  respectively  submitted  for  your  consideration.” 

The  editor  of  this  publication,  in  perusing  a  number  of  letters 
written  by  Capt.  John  Underhill  to  Govr.  John  Winthrop,  ranging  from 
1639  to  1666  found  no  evidence  that  Capt.  John  used  a  seal  prior  to 
1660.  A  letter  from  him  as  late  as  1656  from  Southold,  L.  I.,  did  not 
bear  one  and  the  thought  arises,  did  he  not  receive  it  from  his  mother’s 
effects?  The  date  of  her  death  is  not  definitely  known  but  as  her 
second  husband  re-married  about  1658,  it  must  be  acknowledged  she 
died  before  that  time. 

The  above  mentioned  letters  are  still  preserved  in  the  Winthrop 
Manuscript  owned  by  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  of  Boston, 
and  are  in  excellent  condition.  The  earliest  letter  noted  with  the  seal 
was  written  in  1660  and  on  the  one  written  in  1664,  the  seal  was  as 
clear  as  if  stamped  today,  but  its  reproduction  appearing  in  this  publi¬ 
cation  does  not  so  indicate. 

J.  H.  Morrison  of  London,  England,  compiler  of  the  forthcoming 
publication,  ‘‘Underhills  of  Warwickshire,”  and  who  has  conducted  the 
research  work  on  the  family  in  England  and  other  countries,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  editor  of  this  Underhill  Genealogy,  visited  a  church  in 
Cherington,  Warwickshire,  England,  on  June  28,  1931,  a  village  within 
two  or  three  miles  of  Barton-on-the-Heath  (only  a  few  miles  from 
Ettington  Park)  where  one  William  Underhill,  as  per  Dugdale,  had 
been  rector  from  1579  until  his  death  in  1616,  and  noted  therein  a 
window  containing  two  coats-of-arms  of  the  Underhill  family  with 
buck  trippant  for  a  crest,  similar  in  every  respect  to  the  one  used  by 
Capt.  John  Underhill  in  America  and  the  only  one  found  in  Warwick¬ 
shire  of  its  kind.  Pictures  will  appear  in  this  Genealogy. 

In  commenting  on  the  Underhill  arms,  William  Underhill  of 
Wimbleton,  England,  in  his  Underhill  Manuscript,  now  in  the  British 
Museum  in  London,  states:  “the  armorial  shield  of  the  Underhills  of 
Wolverhampton,  is  found  on  old  bells  in  various  counties,  in  company 
with  legends,  in  a  superior  type  of  Gothic.  This  trefoil  shield  appears 
on  bells  at  Christ  Church,  Oxon ;  Brailes,  County  Warwick ;  Lansallos, 
Cornwall;  Compton  Basset,  Wills;  Tor  Mohun,  Devon;  S.  Mary 
Arches,  Exon,  as  well  as  at  five  places  in  Sussex,  i.e.,  Woolbreding, 
Heyshot,  Guesthing,  Winfield,  and  All  Saints,  Lewes. 


Window  in  Church  at  Cherington,  Warwickshire,  England, 

DISPLAYING  THE  UNDERHILL  ARMS,  TWICE,  BEARING  THE  SAME  CREST 
AS  USED  BY  CAPT.  JOHN  UNDERHILL.  ( SEE  SEPARATE 

,)ETAn-)  (Vol.  I.  page  36) 
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These  bells  are  supposed  to  have  been  cast  about  the  beginning 

of  the  fifteenth  century  by  William  Dawe  of  Aldgate,  alias  William 
Founder. 

The  bell  at  Brailes  mentioned  above  weighs  about  34  cwt.,  and  is 
much  admired  by  archiologists.  Its  legend  is  probably  a  stanza  of  some 
ancient  Ascension  hymn:  “Gaude  quod  post  ipsum  scandis.  Et  est 
tibi  honor  grandis  in  coeli  palatis  ”  One  of  the  bells  in  the  chapel  at 
Eton  has  the  same  legend  and  the  following  inscription :  “H.  VI.,  1440.” 

He  also  states  as  follows :  Arms  of  Wolverhampton,  Argent,  a 
chevron  sable,  between  three  trefoils  slipped  vert.  Crest,  on  a  mount, 
vert,  a  hind  lodged,  on  Motto :  Vive  et  Ama.  Arms  of  Hunningham, 
County  Warwick:  Argent,  a  chevron  sable,  between  three  trefoils, 
slipped  vert,  three  bezants  on  chevron.  Arms  of  Idlicote:  Argent,  a 
chevron,  gules  (red)  between  three  trefoils,  slipped  vert.  Arms  of 
Long  Island,  N.  Y. ;  Gules,  three  trefoils  or,  Crest,  stag  trippant.” 


A  List  of  the  Titles  of  Ancient  Papers 
Belonging  to  the  Underhill  Family 

In  the  Present  (1904)  Custody  of  Geo.  W.  Cocks 
Glen  Cove,  Nassau  County,  N.  Y. 


October  19,  1666. — Disclaimer  of  Mr.  John  Hicks  and  Mr.  Richard 
Gildersleeve  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Towne  of  Hempstead,  to 
any  title  or  Interest  in  a  certaine  parcell  of  Meadow  Ground  adjacent 
to  Matinecoke  lands,  which  the  Towne  of  Oysterbay  doth  claim. 

Recorded  in  New  York,  Matthias  Nicolls,  Seer. 

April  19,  1 667. — Letter  from  Matthias  Nicolls,  Secretary,  to  Capt. 
John  Underhill,  a/c  an  Agreement  with  the  Indians. 

May  5,  1668. — Gov.  Francis  Lovelace’s  Deed  to  Matthew  Prior, 
of  the  land  on  which  John  Underhill,  Jr.,  built  his  house  in  1678. 

Nov.  24,  1668. — Indian  Deed  to  Matthew  Priar  for  land  above 
mentioned. 

Apl.  21,  1678. — Matthew  Priar’s  Deed  to  John  Underhill  for  above 
mentioned  land. 

Certificate  from  John  Newman,  Recorder  of  the  Town  of  Oyster- 
bay,  that  Nathaniel  Underhill  did  on  Nov.  22,  1685,  sell  and  give  deed 
for  certain  land  at  Killingworth  to  Henry  Franklin,  and  that  this  deed 
was  yielded  up  by  said  Franklin  to  Nathaniel  Underhill  and  he  subse¬ 
quently  sold  the  land  to  his  brother,  John  Underhill,  all  of  which  stands 
on  record  in  the  Town. 

December  5,  1684. — Deed,  Elizabeth  Dickinson,  widow  of  John,  to 

John  Underhill  in  confirmation  of  a  former  sale  by  John  Dickinson 
while  living. 

May  30,  1684. — Deed,  Joseph  Estland,  cordwainer,  to  John  Priar, 
husbandman,  six  acres  (now  1904  William  C.  Townsend). 
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The  Underhill  and  Porter  Arms,  with  Crest  similar  to  that  used  by 
Capt.  John  Underhill,  as  displayed  in  the  church  window  at  Cherington, 
Warwickshire,  England.  (See  full  window) 
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Aug.  21,  1693. — Mary  (X,  her  mark)  Underhill,  widow  of  John 
Underhill,  gives  to  her  brother,  John  Priar,  a  certain  piece  of  pasture 
as  agreed.  Agreement  drawn  by  John  Dewsbury. 

Dec.  2,  1693. — Deed,  John  Cock  to  Mary  Underhill,  widow,  in 
exchange  for  40  acres  of  Woodland.  Witnessed  by  David  Underhill. 

Deed,  Dec.  2,  1693,  David  Underhill,  in  exchange  for  Tract  of 
Woodland,  to  John  and  Daniel  Underhill,  1  acre  of  upland  and  meadow 
adjoining  John  Feke,  and  the  creek. 

June  1st,  1702. — Deed,  Henry  Franklin,  of  Flushing,  Bricklayer, 
to  John  and  Daniel  Underhill,  quit  claiming  all  interest  in  land  formerly 
of  Est.  John  Underhill,  Jr.,  deed. 

June  7th,  1712. — Deed,  “Mathew  Pryer,”  to  brother,  John  Prier, 
quit  claim  to  all  interest  in  Lot  21,  Great  Lots. 

Nov.  5,  1714. — Deed,  Samuel  Prior  to  brother,  John  Prier,  Jr., 
all  lands  given  him  by  his  father,  John  Prier,  Sr. 

June  9,  1716. — Matthew  Pryer,  to  brother,  John  Prier,  quit  claims 
all  right,  title,  etc.,  to  certain  meadow  at  Corn  Creek. 

May  4,  1719. — Joseph  Priar  to  brother,  John  Prier,  quit  claims  all 
right,  title,  etc.,  to  property  devised  to  him  by  his  father,  John  Prier,  Sr. 

1728,  May  11. — Probate  copy  of  the  Will  of  Joseph  Priar  (wife, 
Deborah). 

Deed,  Sept.  3,  1723,  Richard  Willets  to  John  Prier,  31^4  acres 
Plainsland  at  or  near  Jericho. 

Jany.  10th,  1726/7. — Deed,  James  Cock  to  Samuel  Weeks,  Senr., 
and  Isaac  Dean,  Mansion  House,  etc.,  where  F.  Y.  Underhill  now  lives. 

Aug.  30,  1727. — Samuel  Underhill  to  cousin,  Daniel  Underhill,  all 
rights  in  certain  meadow  devised  to  my  brother,  Jacob,  now  deceased. 

Jany.  5,  1729. — Appointment  of  Henry  Cock  and  Daniel  Underhill 
as  guardians  for  Oliver  Pratt. 

Sept.  2,  1729. — Deed,  Dorothy  Cock,  John  Cock,  Daniel  Cock, 
Hezekiah  Cock  and  James  Cock  to  John  Prier,  lot  of  salt  meadow  and 
creek  thatch. 

Dec.  22,  1733. — Memorandum  of  Deed  from  Exrs.  of  Henry  Cock 
to  Daniel  Underhill,  of  land  which  John  Feeks  bought  of  the  Indians. 

March  5,  1735/6. — Deed,  Wright  Frost,  to  John  Prier,  land  (quit 
claim  of  interest),  west  part  of  Priar  lot  bounded  on  all  sides  by  High¬ 
ways — to  clear  title  from  Indian  purchase. 
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Receipt,  dated  May  13,  1743,  Henry  Fekes  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife, 
to  Daniel  Underhill  and  John  Prier,  Executors  of  Estate  of  Joseph 
Prier,  dec’d,  father  of  Elizabeth,  for  legacy  of  £90. 

June  26,  1746.  Bond  of  John  Prior,  of  Oysterbay,  taylor,  to  secure 
the  payment  of  £362  to  Executors  of  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Joseph 
Pryer,  dec’d. 

March  29,  1746.  Deed,  Samuel  Weekes,  to  son-in-law,  Isaac 
Dean,  moiety  of  Mansion  House,  etc.,  bot  of  James  Cock. 

March  25,  1740.— Deed,  Isaac  Dean  and  Arne,  his  wife,  to  Daniel 
Underhill,  all  the  above  Mansion  House,  etc. 

12th  mo.,  16,  1748/9. — Deed,  Samuel  Prior,  John  Cock,  Joshua 
Cock,  Thomas  Pearsall,  Jr,  and  Samuel  Willis,  Exrs,  etc,  a/c  John 

Prier,  late  dec’d,  to  Daniel  Underhill,  Salt  Meadow  East  of  Daniel 
Underhill’s  House. 

12th  mo,  18,  1748/9. — Deed,  Same  Executors  as  above,  to  Daniel 
Underhill,  3  pieces  of  land  belonging  to  Est.  John  Prier,  at  Matinecock. 

2d  mo.,  7 ,  17 49. — New  Deed  from  Isaac  and  Amy  Dean  to  Daniel 
Underhill  for  same  property  as  above. 

July  3,  1764. — Will  of  Amos  Underhill  (original)  of  Cedar 
Swamp,  in  Township  of  Oysterbay,  etc. 

10th  mo.,  11th,  1771.— Deed,  Samuel  Willis  to  Daniel  Underhill, 
2  small  pieces  of  Plains  land,  South  of  Westbury  Meeting  House. 

March  16,  1762.— Agreement  between  Benjamin  Birdsall  and 

Daniel  Underhill  to  divide  certain  Grist  Mill  property  owned  jointly  at 
Oysterbay  Cove. 

June  8,  1789.— Deed,  Peter  Monfort,  Abraham  Monfort,  Jacobus 
Monfoort,  George  Monfoort,  Elizabeth  and  Thomas  Dodge,  Daniel 

Monfoort  and  Dorothy,  to  John  Underhill  and  Daniel  Underhill,  Salt 
Meadow  at  Matinecock  as  bounded. 

.  ApI*  Damel  Underhill  to  Daniel  Cock,  ten  lots  of  ground 

in  City  of  New  York — (lease)  ? 

Apl.  6,  1791.— Daniel  Cock  to  Daniel  Underhill,  same  ten  lots  in 
City  of  New  York  (lease)  ? 

Oct.  9,  1790.— Division  of  land  belonging  to  the  Estate  of  Daniel 
Underhill  as  per  his  will,  dated  Nov.  23,  1679 (  ?). 

Dec.  23,  1802.— Probate  copy  of  Will  of  Daniel  Underhill  of 
Matinecock. 


The  Underhill  and  Porter  Arms,  with  Crest  similar  to  that  used  by 
Capt.  John  Underhill,  as  displayed  in  the  church  window  at  Cherington 
Warwickshire,  England.  (See  full  window) 
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June  16,  1804.— Release  given  by  Jacob  Smith  and  Sarah,  his  wife 
Richard  Cock  and  Abigail,  his  wife,  Isaac  Cock  and  Anna,  his  wife’ 
and  Deborah  Underhill,  spinster,  to  Isaac  Smith  and  Stephen  Under¬ 
hill,  Executors,  etc.,  Est.  of  Daniel  Underhill,  dec’d. 

Mch.  4,  1804.— Commission  of  Stephen  Underhill  as  Adjutant  of 
Queens  Co.  Militia.  Signed  by  Geo.  Clinton. 


June  11  1806.— Agreement  between  George  Frost,  Thomas  Cock, 

Stephen  Underhill,  Walter  Frost  and  Isaac  Smith,  to  settle  the  Estate 
of  Uriah  Cock,  bankrupt  (  ?). 

tt  i 9’  181a~ Deed>  Rosannah  and  Esther  Townsend  to  Charles 
Underhill,  94  acres  and  part  of  Duck  Pond  (?).  Now  L.  F.  Coles 
with  survey,  appended.  ' 

April  15,  1811.  Deed  of  Gift,  Sarah  Underhill,  widow  of  Daniel 
to  daughter,  Deborah,  spinster,  certaih  goods  and  chattels. 

Feby.  21,  1818.— Probate  copy  of  will  of  Abraham  Coles,  father- 

in-law  of  Stephen  Underhill.  Also  Original  Will  of  Stephen  Underhill 
dated  March  4,  1828. 

.Mch.  13  1819.— Deed,  George  W.  Dodge  and  Anna,  his  wife,  to 
amel  Hoogland  and  Stephen  Underhill,  Executors,  etc.,  Est.  Abraham 
Coles,  dec  d.  Farm  in  Town  of  Flushing. 

n  AZ’  8,’  182?--Qmt  claim  of  the  Interest  of  John  Underhill  to 
Daniel  Cock,  of  and  in  a  certain  piece  of  undivided  land  on  the  North 
side  of  road  from  Daniel  Cock ;  land  to  Corn  Creek. 


Apl.  7,  1786.— Deed,  Hannah  Bowne,  widow  of  Jacob,  dec’d. 
Hannah  Willis,  dau.  of  dec’d.  and  wife  of  Townsend  Willis'  Daniel 

and  Thomas  and  Jacob  Bowne,  sons  of  deceased,  to  Daniel  Underhill 
the  Farm  at  Mill  Neck,  now  Irving  Cox. 


August  10,  1803.— Isaac  Covert  and  Loretta,  his  wife,  and  James 
Cock  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  to  Stephen  Underhill,  land  at  Oak  Neck. 

tt  A”f,  27 '  182S-~ 1 Charles  Underhill  and  Jane,  his  wife,  to  John 
Underhill,  Land  at  Duck  Pond. 


May  20,  1824.— George  W.  Dodge  and  Anna  Dodge,  his  wife 
receipt  to  Stephen  Underhill  and  Daniel  Hoogland,  Exrs.,  etc.  Estate 
of  Abraham  Coles,  for  $4,350,  etc. 

1832.— Draught  of  Will  of  Deborah  Underhill. 

Apl.  11,  1826.— George  W.  Dodge  and  Mary,  to  Stephen  Under¬ 
hill,  Farm  of  land  at  Rocky  Hill. 
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Lease,  May  5th,  1821,  John  Underhill  and  George  Underhill  to 
John  Davison,  Robert  Davison  and  John  Tatterson,  All  that  Manu¬ 
factory  and  Machinery  belonging  for  four  years  and  eleven  months 
(Woollen  Factory). 

Jan.  13,  1818. — Map  of  Mill  Pond  belonging  to  John  and  George 
Underhill  at  Matinecock,  made  by  Micah  W.  Ludlam. 

Apl.  12,  1831. — Bill  of  Sale,  Sloop  Atlantic,  of  Norwalk,  Thaddeus 
Bell  of  Norwalk  to  John  Underhill. 

May  20,  1839. — Adjustment  of  Boundary  lines  between  Thomas 
Cock  and  Stephen  Underhill. 

May  17,  1845. — Order  of  Circuit  Court  settling  the  dispute  about 
rights  of  Stephen  Underhill  to  a  water  supply  from  a  spring  on  the 
land  of  Thomas  Cock. 

No  Date. — Draught  of  Deed  from  John  Underhill  and  Rebecca, 
his  wife,  to  Daniel  Underhill  ($14,000).  The  place  where  he  resided 
and  the  one  now  Arthur  Wilbur’s. 

Sundry  ancient  receipts  ranging  from  1728  to  1790. 


Idlicote,  Warwickshire,  England. 
Ancestral  home  of  the  Underhill  family,  1558-1750 

(Vol.  I,  page  5) 


Formation  of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America 


In  May,  1873,  D.  Harris  Underhill,  then  a  travelling  salesman, 
while  waiting  to  see  a  customer  in  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  picked  up  the 
“Genealogy  of  the  Root  Family/’  and  it  inspired  him  with  the  idea 
that  he  might  make  a  similar  history  of  the  Underhill  family  and  from 
that  small  beginning  resulted  the  formation  of  the  Underhill  Society 
of  America  and  the  publication  of  these  four  volumes  appertaining  to 
that  family. 

The  Underhill  Society  of  America  was  temporarily  organized  at 
his  home  at  160  Wilson  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  on  Feb.  15,  1891.  On 
June  16,  1892,  a  meeting  of  those  interested  was  held  at  the  home  of 
George  W.  Underhill  at  143  South  Oxford  Street,  Brooklyn,  and  the1 
first  officers  were  elected,  the  Society  at  that  time  being  definitely 
organized,  although  its  Constitution  and  By-Laws  were  not  adopted 
until  Oct.  7,  1899.  The  first  Annual  Report  was  issued  June  17,  1893, 
and  has  been  continuously  published  since  that  time. 

The  following  members  of  the  Society  have  served  as  officers,  up 
to  and  including  1930 : 

Presidents:  William  Wilson  Underhill,  1893-1898;  Mrs.  R.  Ogden 
Doremus,  1898-1905;  Col.  John  Torboss  Underhill,  1906-1924;  Francis 
Jay  Underhill,  1924  to  date. 

Vice-Presidents:  Robert  Townsend  Underhill,  1893-189 7;  Francis 
French  Underhill,  1893-1897;  Volney  Underhill,  1897-1900;  Mrs.  R. 
Ogden  Doremus,  1897-1898;  Mrs.  Lydia  Green  Lawrence,  1898-1900; 
Samuel  Valentine  Underhill,  1898-1900;  Reuben  Howes  Underhill, 
1900-1902;  Peter  Underhill  Fowler,  1900-1904;  Mrs.  Clarina  Bartow 
Underhill  Alpers,  1900-1905;  Col.  John  Torboss  Underhill,  1902-1906; 
Henry  Underhill,  1905-1906;  Walter  Lispenard  Suydam,  1905-1930; 
Edward  King,  1906-1909 ;  Daniel  Oscar  Underhill,  1906-1908 ;  Francis 
Jay  Underhill,  1908-1924;  Willard  Underhill  Taylor,  1909  to  date; 
Myron  Charles  Taylor,  1922  to  date;  Frederic  Edgar  Underhill,  1924- 
1925 ;  Harvey  Israel  Underhill,  1925  to  date ;  Hon.  Edwin  Stewart  * 
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Underhill,  1926-1929;  Harry  Bert  Underhill,  1929  to  date;  Edwin 
Stewart  Underhill,  Jr.,  1929  to  date. 

Corresponding  Secretary:  David  Harris  Underhill,  1893-1895. 

Assistant  Corresponding  Secretary:  Mrs.  Marianna  Underhill 
Cocks,  1893-1909. 

Corresponding  Secretary  and  Family  Historian:  David  Harris 
Underhill,  1895  to  date. 

Assistant  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Family  Historian:  Mrs. 
Emma  R.  Hanmer,  1926  to  date. 

Recording  Secretaries :  Silas  Albertson  Underhill,  1893-1896, 
1902-1907;  Col.  John  Torboss  Underhill,  1896-1902;  James  Engle 
Underhill,  1907-1909;  Charles  Reginald  Underhill,  1909-1914;  John 
Garrett  Underhill,  1914  to  date. 

Assistant  Recording  Secretaries:  Miss  Josephine  Lowerre,  1900- 
1906;  Edward  DeLacey  Underhill,  1906-1908;  Charles  Watts  Under¬ 
hill,  1923-1926. 

Honorary  Secretaries:  Dr.  John  Wheaton  Underhill,  1893-1896; 
George  William  Cocks,  1898-1922. 

Treasurers:  William  Wilson  Underhill,  1893-1894;  Edward  Carl¬ 
ton  Underhill,  1894-1906 ;  Irving  Underhill,  1906  to  date. 

Counselors:  Reuben  Howes  Underhill,  1898-1908;  Willard  Under¬ 
hill  Taylor,  1908  to  date. 


Idlicote  Church,  Warwickshire,  England 

(Vol.  I,  page  S) 
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Feake- Hallett  Notes 


As  so  many  descendants  of  Capt.  John  Underhill  belong  to  the 
Winthrop-Feake  families  it  was  with  great  interest  the  editor  found 
original  letters  in  the  Winthrop  unpublished  manuscript  owned  by  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  from  the  much  discussed  and  much 
abused  Elizabeth  Fownes-Winthrop-Feake-Hallett,  also  from  William 
Hallett,  unfortunately,  some  without  dates.  The  first  one  was  written  by 
Elizabeth  Winthrop  to  her  brother,  Mr.  John  Winthrop,  probably 
written  in  1629,  judging  from  its  text;  the  next  one,  written  July  5, 
1635,  and  written  to  her  brother,  John  Winthrop,  Esq.,  of  Connecticut, 
is  signed  Elizabeth  Feke,  and  mentions  moving  to  Connecticut  “next 
Spring” ;  in  Feb.,  1649,  she  writes  her  brother,  living  at  Pequot,  which 
letter  he  endorsed  as  “cosen  Hallet”  and  she  signs  as  Elizabeth  Hallett, 
wherein  she  states  they  are  in  health  and  peace  in  Greenwich  and  “have 
made  a  quiet  end  about  the  estate  of  Mr.  Feke.”  She  mentions  her 
husband  and  next  to  the  date  1649,  writes  “new  stile.”  There  is  one 
undated  letter  from  her,  written  “from  abord  the  vessel”  and  is  signed 
Elizabeth  Hallett,  which  must  have  been  written  prior  to  the  1649  letter 
and  shows  she  left  Winthrop’s  home  in  a  hurry,  on  “Cosen  Feke’s” 
vessel,  for  she  tells  Winthrop  where  she  left  some  of  his  belongings. 
John  Winthrop  has  endorsed  this  letter  as  from  “Sister  Feake.”  On 
Aug.  6,  1647  or  1649  she  writes  again  from  Greenwich  as  Elizabeth 
Hallett  and  mentions  her  husband,  etc.  In  Oct.,  1650,  William  Hallett 
writes  Winthrop  from  Greenwich  and  states  he  has  sold  his  house  and 
in  the  Spring  will  move  nearer  Manhattan,  thus  placing  a  very  definite 
date  on  his  removal.  On  Jan.  10,  1652,  a  letter  signed  by  William  and 
Elizabeth  Hallett  was  written  at  Hellgate,  stating  that  they  resided  near 
a  whirlpool,  the  Dutchmen  called  by  that  name.  Winthrop  was  still 
residing  at  Pequot  (New  London). 
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Beatrice - ?  Stephen  Wm.  Praed  Ambrose  George  Margery 

m.  of  Lelant 

J.  H.  Morrison  Margery  Tresleare  d-  I620>  55  yrs. 

Josephine  C.  Frost 
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PAWLEY  CHART 


Underhill  and  Porter  Arms,  Idlicote  Church,  Warwickshire,  England  ^ 

(Vol.  I,  page  5) 
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Pawley  Family 


Stephen  Pawley,  of  Gunwyn,  County  Cornwall,  England,  was 
taxed  “in  lands”  in  the  Subsidy  Roll  of  1524  and  it  is  mentioned  that 
he  had  a  man  servant.  He  married  twice  but  the  name  of  his  first  wife 
is  unknown;  his  second  was  Margery  Brea  of  St.  Paul.  He  died  May  1, 
1578. 

Gunwyn,  the  seat  of  the  Pawley  family  of  Lelant,  was  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  family  for  at  least  four  hundred  years  and  certain  members 
of  the  family  are  mentioned  in  the  Subsidy  Rolls  in  the  fifteenth 
century. 

The  Magna  Britannia  describes  their  arms  as  follows :  “Or,  a  lion 
rampant  Sab.,  on  a  chief  dauncette  of  the  Second,  three  mullets 
Argent.” 

Thomas  Pawley,  son  of  Stephen  by  his  first  wife,  is  mentioned  in 
the  Chancery  Proceedings  following. 

James  Pawley,  son  of  Thomas,  is  mentioned  in  Subsidy  Rolls  of 
1572  and  1585  and  his  will  was  proven  in  Feb.,  1587/8,  as  per  the  list 
at  the  Probate  Registry,  Bodmin,  but  the  Will  itself  is  missing.  He  is 
mentioned  in  the  two  sets  of  Cornish  Chancery  Proceedings  which 
follow,  which  show  that  his  daughter  married  John  Underhill  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  Capt.  John  Underhill.  James  Pawley  married 
Isabelle  Bonython  and  besides  their  daughter  above  mentioned  had  a 
son  Thomas,  born  in  1558,  who  matriculated  at  Exeter  College,  Oxford, 
in  Dec.,  1575,  and  elected  a  Cornish  Fellow  of  the  College  in  1578, 
appointed  one  of  two  Bursars  in  1588  and  resigned  in  1595.  He  died 
before  Oct.,  1597,  unmarried. 

Honor-Onora-Leonora  Pawley,  daughter  of  James  and  Isabelle 
(Bonython)  Pawley,  married  first  John  Underhill;  second  Richard 
Morris,  and  with  the  latter  came  to  New  England,  where  they  both  died 
in  Newport,  R.  I.  (See  chart.) 
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CHANCERY  PROCEEDINGS. 

(Public  Record  Office:  C  2,  Elizabeth,  U  2,  30.) 
xviij  die  Octobris  1597 

To  the  right  honnorable  Sir  Thomas  Egerton  knyght 
Lorde  Keeper  of  the  great  Seale  of  Englande 

Plumbly  complayning  Sheweth  vnto  Your  honnorable  good  Lord- 
shippe  Your  Lordshippes  poore  and  daylie  orator  John  Vnderhill  and 
Honor  the  wief  of  Your  Lordships  said  orator  of  Westminster  in  the 
countye  of  Middlesex  gentlemen:  That  whereas  one  James  Pawlye 
father  of  the  saide  Honor  was  heertofore  seized  in  his  demesne  as  of 
Fee  of  and  in  certaine  landes  and  Tenementes  and  seruices  scytuate 
lyinge  and  beinge  in  Mosehall,  Penzans  and  St.  laves  in  the  countye  of 
Cornewall  to  the  annuall  and  yearelye  value  of  forty  marks  or  there- 
aboutes  and  beinge  also  seized  of  other  parcell  of  lande  called  Buscrigge 
and  Castlehornecke  in  the  parishe  of  Madderne  and  of  Chastelaf  in 
the  parishe  of  Paule  in  the  county  aforesaide  of  which  landes  and 
tenementes  he  beinge  so  seized  as  is  aforesaid  did  make  a  Feofment 
of  the  same  to  one  John  Bonithon,  John  Davye,  Stephen  Pawley,  Henry 
Calenso  in  the  countye  of  Cornewall  gentlemen  to  have  and  to  holde 
all  and  singuler  the  premissis  to  the  saide  Feoffees  theire  heires  and 
assignes  for  euer  to  thonely  vse  and  behoofe  of  the  saide  James  Pawley 
for  and  duringe  the  life  naturall  of  the  saide  James  Without  impeach¬ 
ment  of  wast  and  after  his  decease  to  thuse  and  behoofe  of  the  Thomas 
Pawley  and  the  heires  of  his  bodye  being  the  sonne  and  heire  of  the 
saide  James  and  for  default  of  such  issue  the  same  to  remaine  to 
Honor  Pawley  your  orators  wief  one  of  the  now  complainantes  and 
to  the  heires  of  her  bodye  for  euer  which  saide  estate  was  lawfullye 
faythfullye  and  effectually  executed  in  and  vpon  the  premisses  in  or 
about  the  hue  and  Twentieth  Yeare  of  the  Queenes  Maiesties  Raigne 
that  nowe  is.  Since  which  time  so  it  is  Right  honnorable  that  the  saide 
James  is  dead,  and  deceased  after  whose  Decease  the  saide  Thomas 
did  enter  and  occupie  all  and  singuler  the  premisses  and  was  seized 
and  died  seized  of  the  same  and  died  without  issue  of  his  bodye  by 
and  after  whose  decease  all  and  singuler  did  discend  and  of  right  ought 
to  come  to  Your  Lordshippes  orator  Honore  Vnderhill  as  Daughter 
of  the.  saide  James  and  sister  and  next  heire  of  the  saide  Thomas 
accordinge  to  the  saide  assurance.  But  soe  it  is  my  singuler  good  Lorde 
that  as  well  the  saide  deede  of  entaile  made  of  and  in  the  premisses 
by  the  saide  James  Pawley  deceased  vnto  the  saide  Thomas  Pawley 
deceased  and  Honor  Vnderhill  Your  Lordships  orator  as  is  aforesaide 
as  diuers  other  charters  evidences,  deedes,  writinges  escriptes  and 
mynimentes  concernynge  the  premisses  provinge  the  saide  interest  and 


Bagington  Rectory,  garden  front,  probably  identical  with  ‘Underhill  Farm’  mentioned  by  Dugdale. 
Home  of  Ralph  Underhill  before  1557  and  his  brother,  Sir  Edward,  “The  Hot  Gospellor” 
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tytle  of  your  said  orators  of  in  and  to  the  premisses  and  diuers  other — 
landes  tenementes  and  heredittaments  properlie  belonginge  to  your 
orators  ben  deceitfullye  comen  to  the  handes  possession  and  keepinge 
of  one  Thomas  Flemynge  gentleman  William  Pryde  alias  Prade  of 
Vnelalent  and  William  Laveale  of  Madderne  in  the  countye  of 
Cornewall  aforesaid  or  into  the  handes  possession  and  keepinge  of 
some  of  them  Who  by  colour  of  havinge  the  saide  deeded  evidences 
charters  writings  escriptes  and  mynimentes  haue  wrongfullie  entered 
and  intruded  into  all  and  singuler  the  landes  tenementes  and  premisses 
aforesaide  and  having  combyned  and  complotted  themselues  together 
haue  of  late  conveyed  and  passed  over  diuers  secret  and  fraudulent 
estates  of  the  premisses  to  persons  unknowne  to  your  orators  to  thende 
your  orators  shoulde  not  knowe  against  whome  to  comence  or  begin 
theire  suite  at  the  comon  lawe.  And  the  possession  thereof  doe  so  yet 
wrongfully  deteyne  and  keepe  from  your  saide  orators  and  also  the 
Rentes  issues  and  proffittes  thereof  haue  wrongfullie  receaved  and 
taken  to  theire  owne  vse  and  behoofe  and  so  yet  doe  contrarie  to  all 
right  equitie  and  good  conscience.  And  lbeit  your  orators  haue  often 
and  sundrie  times  required  and  instantlie  desired  in  gentle  and  friendlie 
manner  the  saide  Thomas  Fleminge,  William  Pride  alias  Prade  and  the 
saide  William  Laveale  to  deliuer  to  your  saide  orators  the  saide  Deedes, 
evidences,  charters,  writings,  escriptes,  and  mynimentes  concerninge 
the  premisses  and  properlie  belonginge  to  your  orators  as  also  to  avoide 
the  possession  of  the  premisses  and  peaceablie  and  quietlie  to  permit, 
and  suffer  your  Lordships  orators  and  theire  assignes  to  haue  and 
enioye  the  same  and  to  take  the  Rentes  issues  and  proffittes  thereof  ac- 
cordinge  to  theire  saide  Interest  and  Tyrle  therein  which  to  do  they  and 
euerye  of  them  haue  at  all  times  refused  and  denied  and  yet  do  contrarye 
to  all  right  equitye  and  good  conscience  and  to  the  utter  overthrowe  and 
decaie  of  your  poore  orators  theire  children  and  familey  And  for  asmuche 
as  your  saide  orators  knowe  not  the  Dates  number  nor  contentes  of  the 
saide  Evidences  deedes  charters,  writings,  escriptes,  and  mynimentes 
importinge  and  concernynge  the  premisses  nor  wherein  they  be 

conteyned - (sic  MS.)  And  therefore  is  voide  of  all  remedie  but 

in  this  honorable  court  of  Chauncerie  before  your  good  Lordshippe 
and  for  that  the  truthe  certeintie  and  perticularitie  of  the  premisses 
cannot  better  appeare  or  be  made  knowne  then  by  the  othes  of  the 
Defandantes  in  this  honorable  court  before  your  good  Lordshippe. 
In  tender  consideracon  whereof  the  premisses  duelie  considered  may 
it  please  Your  good  Lordshippe  to  graunt  her  Maiesties  most  gracious 
writes  of  Subpaena  to  be  directed  to  the  saide  Thomas  Flemynge 
William  Pride  alias  Prade  and  to  the  saide  William  Laveale  comandinge 
them  by  virtue  thereof  at  a  certain  Daie  and  vnder  a  certaine  paine 
therein  by  Your  good  Lordshippe  to  be  limited  and  appointed  per- 
sonallie  to  appear  before  your  good  Lordshippe  in  her  maiesties  high 
court  of  Chauncery  then  and  their  to  answeare  the  premisses  and  to 
abide  stande  to  and  per  forme  all  and  onlye  such  order  and  direccon 
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herein  as  to  your  good  Lordshippe  in  all  equitie  and  good  conscience 
shall  seeme  meete  and  convenient.  And  your  Lordships  poore  orators 
shall  incessantlie  praie  vnto  god  for  the  preservacon  of  your  honorable 
good  Lordshippe  with  much  encrease  of  honor — 

Lancaster. 


(No  endorsements.) 


Elizabeth  by  the  grace  of  god  Queen  of  England  France  and 
Ireland  defender  of  the  faith  etc  To  her  well-beloved  Nicholas  halse 
Esquire  Nicholas  Godolphyn  and  William  Williams  Gentlemen  greeting 
Whereas  John  Underhill  and  Onora  his  wife  have  lately  brought  a 
petition  before  us  in  our  Chancery  against  William  Pryde  or  Prade 
and  Thomas  Flemyn  and  because  we  had  by  our  writ  enjoined  that  they 
should  be  before  us  in  our  Chancery  on  a  certain  day  now  past  to 
answer  the  aforesaid  petition  Know  ye  that  we  fully  trusting  in  your 
faithfulness  and  wise  discretion  have  given  to  you  or  two  of  you  full 
power  and  authority  carefully  to  examine  the  same  William  and 
Thomas  Flemyn  (sic)  of  and  upon  the  matter  of  the  aforesaid  petition 
of  which  we  send  you  the  tenor  enclosed  with  these  presents  And  so  we 
command  you  or  two  of  you  that  at  certain  days  and  places  which  you 
should  assign  for  the  purpose  you  approach  the  aforesaid  William 
and  Thomas  Flemyn  if  they  cannot  conveniently  travel  to  you  or  tb 
two  of  you  And  carefully  examine  them  being  bodily  present,  of  and 
upon  the  matter  of  the  aforesaid  petition  upon  their  oathes,  the  holy 
gospels  of  god  being  touched  by  them  in  the  presence  of  you  or  of  two 
of  you  and  that  you  receive  their  said  replies  to  be  made  to  the  same 
petition  and  have  then  set  in  writing  on  parchment  And  when  you  shall 
have  thus  taken  them,  that  you  send  them  clearly  and  openly  to  our 
aforesaid  Chancery  on  the  Quindene  of  saint  hillary  next  to  come 
whenever  it  then  shall  be  together  with  the  aforesaid  tenor  and  every¬ 
thing  done  by  you  in  this  behalf  under  the  Seals  of  you  or  of  two  of 
you,  and  this  writ  Witness  I  myself  at  Westminster  the  19th  day  of 
November  in  the  fortieth  year  of  our  reign. 

Egerton 

(Endorsed)  The  Execution  of  this  writ  is  shown  in  a  schedule 
attached  to  this  writ. 

Nicholaus  Godolphyn 
Willelmus  Willyams 

Evelyn 

The  answere  of  William  Prade  one  of  the  Deffendantes  to  the  bill 
of  Complaynte  of  John  Vnderhill  and  honor  his  Wife  The  saide 
deffendante  (Savinge  to  himself e  all  excepcons  and  advantages  to  the 
insufficiencye  and  imperfeccons  of  the  saide  bill)  for  answer  therevnto 
for  asmuche  as  therein  concernethe  this  Deffendant  sayeth  That  longe 
before  the  saide  XXVthe  yere  of  the  Queenes  ma-yes  Raigne  in  the 
bill  of  complaynte  mencioned  that  is  to  saye  in  the  First  yere  of  her 
matyes  Raigne  One  Stephin  Pawlye  thelder  of  Lelante  in  the  countye 
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of  Cornewall  gentleman  grandfather  of  the  said  James  Pawly  in  the 
Bill  of  Complaynte  named  was  seised  in  his  demesne  as  of  Fee  amongest 
other  landes  and  tenementes  of  Castlehornecke  in  the  parishe  of 
Madderne  in  the  Bill  of  Complaynt  mencioned,  which  this  deffendant 
supposethe  to  be  the  landes  mencioned  in  the  Bill  of  complaynte  and 
therein  named  by  the  name  of  Castlehorne,  and  of  Boscruge  and  of 
one  tenement  in  Pensaunce  then  in  the  tenure  of  John  Barbar  and 
beinge  so  thereof  seised  by  his  writtinge  indentted  redye  to  be  shewed 
whose  date  is  the  viijth  daye  of  Marche  in  the  said  First  yere  of  her 
matyes  raygne  ( 1 )  amongest  other  landes  did  give  graunte  and  confirme 
vnto  John  Vose  and  George  Trenhayle  the  aforesaid  messuages  landes 
and  tenementes  rentes  reuercons  services  and  other  hereditamentes  his 
in  Castlehornecke  Boscruge  etc  and  one  Tenement  in  Pensauns  then  in 
the  tenure  of  John  Barbar,  To  have  and  to  holde  the  saide  premisses 
vnto  the  said  John  Vose  and  George  Trenhayle  there  heires  and 
assignes  for  ever  to  the  vse  of  the  foresaid  Stephin  Palye  and  Margerye 
then  his  wife  duringe  there  naturall  lyves  and  after  there  deceases  to 
the  vse  of  Stephin  Pawly  sonne  of  the  said  Stephin  Pawlye  thelder  and 
of  the  heires  of  his  bodye  lawfully  begotten  or  to  be  begotten  for  ever 
(2)  and  for  defalte  of  anye  issue  to  the  vse  of  the  righte  heires  of  the 
saide  Stephin  Pawlye  thelder  for  ever  to  be  helde  of  the  cheife  lordes 
of  the  Fees  thereof  etc  which  saide  deade  and  graunte  was  in  the  said 
First  yere  of  her  matyes  Raigne  in  the  lyfe  time  of  the  said  Stephin 
Pawly  thelder  Jaufully  faithfullye  and  effectuallye  executed  as  this 
deffendant  verely  thincketh  beinge  induced  so  to  thincke  by  the 
indorcement  thereof,  And  the  said  deffendant  further  saythe  that  longe 
before  the  said  XXVth  yere  of  the  Queenes  matyes  Raigne  in  the  bill 
of  Complaynt  mencioned  that  is  to  saye  in  the  Xljth  yere  of  her  matyes 
Raigne  the  foresaid  Stephin  Pawlye  thelder  wasalso  lawfullye  seised 
of  one  other  place  or  tenemente  in  Pensance  aforesaid  then  in  the 
tenure  of  Benedicte  Harrye  And  beinge  so  seised  by  his  writtinge 
indented  redye  to  be  shewed  whose  date  is  the  VHJth  daye  of  Julye 
in  the  said  Xljth  yere  of  her  matyes  Raigne  Did  give  graunte  and 
confirme  to  John  Nicoll  and  William  Vose  the  foresaid  place  or  tene¬ 
ment  in  Pensance  in  the  tenure  of  Benedict  Harrye  To  have  and  to 
holde  all  the  said  place  or  tenement  with  all  and  singuler  his  appur¬ 
tenances  to  the  foresaid  John  Nicoll  and  William  Vose  there  heires 
and  assignes  for  ever  to  the  vse  of  the  said  Stephin  Pawlye  duringe 
his  naturall  lyffe  and  after  the  decease  of  the  foresaid  Stephin  to  the 
vse  of  Stephen  Pawlye  his  sonne  and  to  the  heires  of  his  bodye  law¬ 
fullye  begotten  or  to  be  begotten  for  ever  and  for  defalte  of  such  issue 
to  the  vse  of  the  right  heires  of  the  said  Stephin  Pawlye  thelder  for 
ever  which  said  deade  and  graunt  was  also  in  the  said  Xljth  yere  of 
her  matyes  Raigne  in  the  life  tyme  of  the  said  Stephen  Pawly  thelder 
lawfullye  executed  accordinglye  as  this  deffendant  verely  thinckethe 
being  induced  so  to  thinck  by  the  indorcementt  thereof,  By  vertue  of 
which  seuerall  Deades  and  grauntes  and  by  vertue  and  force  of  the 
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Statute  of  vses  transferring  vses  into  possessions  The  said  Stephin 
Pawlye  thelder  was  lawfullye  seised  of  all  and  singuler  the  foresaid 
premisses  so  seuerally  graunted  in  his  demesne  as  of  Freholde  the 
Remaynder  thereof  vnto  Stephen  Pawlye  his  (1)  sonne  and  the  heires 
of  his  bodye  for  ever  as  aforesaid  And  the  said  Stephin  Pawlye  thelder 
being  thus  thereof  seuerally  seised  in  or  aboute  the  XIXthe  yere  of.  her 
matyes  Raigne  dyed  thereof  seised  the  foresaid  Margery  his  wife  beinge 
longe  before  deade  After  whose  decease  the  foresaid  Stephin  Pawlye 
being  the  sonne  of  the  said  Stephin  Pawlye  thelder  into  all  and  singuler 
the  said  premisses  did  enter  and  was  thereof  seised  in  his  demesne  as 
of  Fee  farme  to  him  and  the  heires  of  his  bodye  lawfullye  begotten 
And  beinge  thereof  so  seised  dyed  seised  of  the  same  having  issue  of 
his  bodye  lawfullye  begotten  one  Henrye  Pawlye  the  eldest  sonne  and 
heire  vnto  whom  all  and  singuler  the  said  premisses  after  the  deathe 
of  the  said  Stephin  Pawlye  his  father  did  lawfullye  discend  by  vertue 
of  the  gifte  in  tayle  aforesaid  vnto  (  ?)  heirs  lawfullye  begotten  of  the 
bodye  of  his  said  father  By  force  whereof  the  said  Henrye  Pawlye 
into  all  and  singuler  the  said  premises  after  ye  deathe  of  his  said  Father 
did  enter  and  was  thereof  seised  in  tayle  accordinglye  as  is  aforesaid 
And  beinge  so  seised  afterwardes  that  is  to  saye  in  or  aboute  the 
XXXVIJth  yere  of  her  matyes  raigne  he  the  said  Henrye  Pawlye  by 
good  and  sufficyent  assurance  and  conveyances  in  the  lawe  gave  and 
graunted  vnto  the  said  defendant  and  their  heires  for  ever  all  and 
singuler  the  said  premises  with  thappurtenances  by  vertue  whereof  he 
the  said  deffendant  was  and  is  lawfullye  seised  of  the  said  premisses 
in  his  demesne  as  of  Fee  and  the  rentes  issues  and  profittes  thereof 
hath  receaved  perceaved  and  taken  to  his  own  vse  and  (2)  behoofe  and 
so  yett  dothe  And  the  writtinges  and  evidences  aforesaid  and  diuerse 
other  evidences  and  writtynges  concerninge  the  conveyaunce  of  the 
premisses  together  with  other  landes  to  the  said  Stephin  Pawlye  sonne 
of  the  saide  Stephin  Pawlye  thelder  and  the  heires  of  his  bodye  which 
nowe  of  right  doe  appertayne  and  belonge  vnto  the  said  Deffendant 
dothe  still  with  him  detayne  and  kepe  as  Jawfull  is  for  him  to  doe 
And  the  said  deffendant  further  saythe  that  the  said  Henrye  Pawlye 
yett  livethe  withoutt  that  that  James  Pawlye  father  of  the  said  Honor 
in  the  bill  of  Complayntt  named  was  seised  in  his  demesne  as  of  Fee  of 
and  in  the  saide  premisses  to  the  knoledge  of  this  deffendant  and  beinge 
thereof  seised  Did  thereof  make  a  Feoff  ament  to  one  John  Bonython 
John  Davye  Stephin  Pawley  and  Henrye  Kalensowe  as  in  the  said  Bill 
of  complaynte  is  alleaged  And  withoutt  that  that  the  said  estate  was 
lawfullye  faythfullye  and  effectually  executed  as  in  the  said  bill  of 
Complaynte  is  surmised  And  withoutt  that  that  the  said  Thomas  Pawlye 
sonne  of  the  said  James  Pawlye  did  enter  and  occupye  all  and  singuler 
the  premisses  and  was  seised  and  dyed  seised  of  the  same  withoute 
issue  of  his  bodye,  or  that  the  said  Thomas  Pawlye  is  yett  deade  And 
withoutt  that  that  the  said  Deade  of  entayle  (yf  anye  were)  made  of 
and  in  the  premisses  by  the  said  James  Pawlye  deceased  vnto  the  said 
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Thomas  Pawlye  and  honor  or  any  other  charter  evidences  deades 
writtinges  escriptes  or  minumentes  concerninge  the  premisses  provinge 
the  said  interest  and  title  of  the  said  Complaynantes  of  in  and  to  the 
premisses  and  diuerse  other  landes  tenementes  and  hereditamentes 
properlye  belonginge  to  the  said  Complaynantes  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  said  Defendant  ar  come  to  the  handes  possession  and  keepinge  of 
the  said  defendant  who  by  coloure  of  having  the  said  deades  evidences 
chartres  writtings  escriptes  and  minumentes  (1)  hath  wrongfullye 
intruded  and  entred  all  and  singuler  the  landes  tenements  and  premisses 
aforesaid  or  any  parte  or  parcell  thereof,  or  hath  combyned  or  corn- 
plotted  to  conveye  and  passe  over  any  secret  and  fraudulent  estate 
to  any  person  or  persons  And  withoutt  that  that  he  the  said  deffendant 
hathe  wrongfullye  gotten  the  possession  of  the  foresaid  premisses  or 
anye  part  or  parcell  thereof  and  the  same  dothe  wrongfullye  detayne 
or  kepe  or  the  rentes  issues  or  proffittes  thereof  hath  wrongfullye 
receaved  perceaved  and  taken  to  his  owne  vse  and  behoof e  contrarye 
to  righte  equitye  or  good  conscience  in  suche  manner  and  forme  as  the 
saide  Complaynantes  in  there  saide  bill  of  Complaynt  have  most 
vntrulye  alleaged,  And  withoutt  that  that  anye  other  matter  or  materyall 
thinge  in  the  said  bill  of  Complaynte  contayned  which  toucheth  and 
concerneth  this  deffendant  and  herein  by  this  Deffendant  nott 
sufffcientlye  answered  vnto  confessed  and  avoyded  traversed  or  denyed 
to  the  knoledge  of  this  deffendant  is  true,  All  whiche  he  this  deffendant 
is  and  wilbe  redye  to  averre  mayntayne  and  prove  as  this  most  honor¬ 
able  Courtt  shall  order  and  awarde  And  therefore  humblye  prayethe 
to  be  dismissed  oute  of  the  same  with  his  reasonable  costes  and  charges 

in  that  behalf e  most  wrongfullye  sustayned — 

per  me  William  Prade 

Euelyn  The  Annswere  of  Thomas  Flemynge  gentleman  one  of  the 
defendants  to, the  Bill  of  Complaynt  of  John  Underhill  and  Honor  his 
Wyffe  Complenantes — 

The  defendant  seythe  that  the  bille  of  Complaynt  is  vntrue 
Vncerten  and  insufficient  in  the  lawe  to  be  answered  vnto  and  the 
matteres  therin  conteyned  Frevylous  of  purpose  devysed,  to  put  this 
defendant  to  greate  charges  and  expences  of  lawe  havinge  no  iust  cause 
of  Complaynt,  And  yf  the  matteres  therin  conteyned  were  true  as  in 
dede  the  ar  not,  yet  were  the  same  determinable  by  the  Course  of  the 
comon  lawe  of  this  Realme,  And  not  in  this  honorable  Court,  Yvffiervnto 
the  defendant  prayth  to  be  dismissed,  Neuerthelesse  yf  the  defendant 
shalbe  Compelled  by  order  of  this  honorable  Court  to  make  any  Farther 
annswere  to  the  seyd  insufficient  bille,  Then  the  advantages  of  the 
insufficiencye  thereof  at  all  tymes  vnto  the  defendant  saved,  The  seyd 
defendant  for  Annswere  seyth  That  true  it  is  That  one  James  Pawly 
Father  of  the  seyd  honor  in  his  lyffe  time  was  lawfully  seysed  in  his 
demeyne  as  of  Fee  off  and  in  certyn  Messuages  and  Tenementes 
scytuate  lying  and  being  in  Mosehalle  alias  porthenys  otherwyse 
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Mowsehole  in  Seynt  pawle,  pensance  and  St  Ives  in  the  Countye  of 
Cornewall  as  by  the  seyd  bille  is  named  only  Mosehalle  pensance  and 
St  Ives  Buscrigge  Castelehorneck  in  Madderne  and  Chastelelaff  in 
pawle,  And  being  so  seysed,  The  same  James  Pawly  before  the  seyd 
dede  of  enteyle  supposed  in  the  seyd  bille  of  Complaynt  For  dyuers 
soms  of  monies  to  him  in  hand  welle  and  truly  Contented  satysfied  and 
peyd  by  Nicholas  Flemyng  of  pensance  gentleman  now  deceased  Father 
of  the  seyd  Thomas  Flemyng  dyd  bargeyne  selle  geve  and  graunt  vnto 
the  seyd  Nicholas  Flemyng  his  heyres  and  assignes  for  ever,  All  these 
his  Messuages  landes  Tenementes  rentes  reuercions  and  cervice  with 
all  and  singuler  ther  appertenances  sett  lying  and  being  in  porthenis 
Mowsehole  St  pawle  and  St  Ives  and  hellisveior  one  house  or  seller  in 
the  tenure  of  William  Chiuerton  Esquire  only  exceptidd,  To  haue  and 
to  hold  the  seyd  premisses  with  ther  appertenances  in  Mowsehole 
St  pawle  St  Ives  and  hellisveor  vnto  the  seyd  Nicholas  Flemyng  his 
heyres  and  assignes  for  ever,  By  vertue  whereoff  the  seyd  Nicholas 
Flemyng :  into  the  seyd  premisses  entred  held  occupyed  and  enioyed 
the  same,  And  the  rentes  yssues  and  proffittes  thereof  from  time  to 
time  dyd  quyetly  haue  hold  and  enioye  during  his  lyffe,  And  after 
his  decease  the  seyd  premisses  in  porthenis  Mowsehole  St  pawle 
St  Ives  and  hellisveor  decended  and  came  as  of  right  ought  to  descende 
to  the  seyd  Thomas  Flemyng  the  sonne  and  nexte  heyre  to  the  seyd 
Nicholas  Flemyng,  Who  as  by  decent  from  his  seyd  Father  entred  and 
peceably  and  quyetly  hath  euersythen  enioyed  the  same,  And  the  yssues 
rentes  and  proffittes  thereof  hath  quyetly  Taken  and  enioyed  as  lawfull 
was  and  is  for  himm  to  do,  Without  that,  That  the  seyd  Thomas  Pawlye 
decessyd  sonne  of  the  seyd  James  Pawly  in  this 'bill  of  Complaynt 
mencioned  to  his  knowing  or  prevytye,  Did  at  any  time  after  the  deth 
of  the  seyd  James  Pawly,  into  all  and  singuler  the  premises  on  the  seyd 
bille  enter,  and  was  thereof  lawfully  seysed  and  dyed  thereof  seysed 
as  in  the  seyd  bille  is  most  vntrulye  alleged,  and  without  that,  any 
suche  dede  of  enteyle  to  his  knowlege  is  com  to  the  handes  costodye 
or  possession  of  the  seyd  defendant  as  in  the  seyd  bille  is  vntruly 
alleged,  And  that  such  dedes  escriptes  minimentes  and  writinges  ar  in 
the  handes  and  costody  of  the  defendant,  other  then  such,  as  were 
bargeyned  and  sold,  by  the  seyd  James  vnto  the  seyd  Nicholas  Flemyng 
Father  of  the  defendant  for  the  better  preseruacion  of  his  right  and 
interest  vnto  the  seyd  landes  as  to  his  Father  Conveyed  And  now  to 
him  descended,  And  without  that,  that  the  same  dede  of  enteyle  or  any 
other  dede  or  writinges  etc  be  deceyttefully  com  to  the  handes  posses¬ 
sion  and  kepinge  of  the  seyd  defendant,  or  to  the  handes  possession  or 
kepinge  of  William  Pryde  alias  Prade  and  William  levele  in  the  same 
bille  mencioned,  or  to  som  or  eyther  of  them  to  the  knowlege  or 
prevytye  of  the  seyd  defendant,  or  that  the  defendant  by  Colour  therof 
haue  wrongefully  entred  and  entruded  vppon  all  the  landes  and 
Tenementes  aforeseyd  as  in  the  seyd  bille  of  Complaynt  is  most 
vntrulye  alleged,  or  hath  made  Fraudelent  estates  to  persons  vnknown 
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as  in  the  seyde  bille  is  most  Vntruly  alleged,  And  without  that  That 
any  other  matter  or  substance  matereall  or  effectual  in  the  bill  of 
Compleant  to  be  annswered  vnto,  and  not  by  the  defendant  sufficiently 
confessed  and  avoyded  trauersed  and  denyed  is  true,  All  which,  the 
defendant  for  his  parte  is  redye  to  Averre  and  prove  as  this  honorable 
Court  hath  award,  And  therof  prayth  to  be  dismissed  from  the  same 
with  his  reasonable  Costes  and  expences  in  this  Behalffe  most 
wrongefully  systeyned; 

Thomas  Flemynge  Tho :  Chyuerton 

predictus  Nichus  (sic)  Flemynge  examinatus  et  Juratus  Coram 

nobis 

Nicholas  Godolphin 
William  Willyams 

hub  .  .  .  /  '  \ 

{Endorsed)  Tradatur  in  Cancellariam  domina  (sic)  nostra  Regina  (sic) 

18  Maij  1598 
J  hacred  (?)  Robt  Tanley 

Mar  (?)  Cawle 

(Reference,  J.  H.  Morrison,  London,  England.) 


Bonython  Family 


Stephen  Bonython  held  the  family  lands  in  the  Lizard  district, 
Cornwall,  England,  1277-8. 

William  de  Bonython,  son  of  Stephen,  witnessed  at  Tregellest  with 
Sir  John  Petit  of  Trenerth  and  Sir  Roger  de  Reskymer,  on  Aug.  27, 
1327,  a  charter  by  which  Richard,  son  of  William  de  Tregos,  of 
Mawgan-in-Meneage,  was  enfeoffed  of  lands  in  St.  Keverne. 

Eurinus  de  Bonython,  son  of  William,  witnessed  with  Robert 
Ferrers  of  Trelowarren,  two  charters  relating  to  land,  dated  at  Roswyk, 
April  27  and  28,  1340,  and  with  Matthew  de  Bonython,  clerk,  another 

deed  dated  at  Beson,  May  7,  1340,  and  was  assessed  for  subsidy  at 
Corentin  (Cury)  about  1350. 

Symon  de  Bonython,  son  of  Eurinus,  received  a  license  to  have 
an  oratory  attached  to  his  house  of  Bonython,  1396-7.  He  died  in  1398, 
leaving  two  known  children,  Eurinus  and  Richard. 

Eurinus  Bonython  of  Bonython  was  mentioned  in  the  license 
granted  to  his  father  and  received  a  further  license,  dated  Nov  15 
1402,  granted  to  himself  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  for  “all  their  mansions” 
William  Bonython  of  Bonython,  son  of  Eurinus,  in  April,  1450, 
received  by  charter,  released  lands  in  St.  Keverne  and  elsewhere  in 

favour  of  John  Tremayne  in  the  parish  of  St.  Martin.  He  died  before 
1461. 

Ralph  Bonython  of  Bonython,  son  of  William,  married  twice.  His 
first  wife  was  probably  Elizabeth  Downe,  and  his  second,  the  mother 
of  his  children,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Erisey  of  Erisey 
County  Cornwall.  Issue:  (a)  Richard;  (b)  Edmond,  whose  daughter 
atherme,  married  Thomas  Godolphin  of  Godolphin  and  became  the 

ancestors  of  the  Earl  of  Godolphin,  the  Dukes  of  Leeds  and  the  Barons 
Conyers;  (c)  John. 

Richard  Bonython,  of  Bonython,  son  of  Ralph  and  Elizabeth 
(Erisey)  Bonython,  was  assessed  for  subsidy  in  the  parish  of  Cury 
in  1523-4  and  married  Jane,  daughter  of  John  Durant  (who  died  Feb. 
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21,  1518)  of  the  Manor  of  Pensigenans  in  Gwennap,  which  parish 
formerly  went  by  the  name  of  the  Manor. 

His  widow,  Jane,  paid  the  subsidy  in  Bodmin  16,  Henry  VIII, 
and  was  buried  at  St.  Columb  Major,  County  Cornwall,  Jan.  21,  1586. 
(History  of  the  Bonython  Family  by  Sir  Henry  F.  Burke.)  Among 
their  children  was  Isabelle,  who  married  James  Pawley,  and  became 
the  grandmother  of  Capt.  John  Underhill. 

Honor-Lenora-Leonora  Pawley,  daughter  of  James  and  Isabelle 
(Bonython)  Pawley,  married  John  Underhill,  father  of  Capt.  John 
Underhill. 

The  following  notes  on  the  Bonython  family  are  taken  from  an 
article  written  by  Col.  Charles  E.  Banks  and  published  in  the  New 
England  Register,  Vol.  38,  pp.  50-56,  supplemented  by  a  correspondence 
between  the  compiler  and  the  editor  of  this  Genealogy  in  1930. 

Col.  Banks  wrote  the  editor  that  he  had  in  his  possession  the  family 
record  published  by  Sir  Langdon  Bonython  in  1926,  tracing  the  family 
back  to  1273,  beginning  with  Stephen,  through  William,  Eurinus, 
Simon,  Eurinus,  William,  then  the  above  Ralph.  Quoting  from  the 
same  letter  he  states,  “I  have  been  in  correspondence  with  the  present 
representative  of  the  family,  John  Langdon  Bonython  of  Adelaide, 
South  Australia,  for  over  forty-six  years.  In  1923  we  met  for  the  first 
time  in  London.  He  is  now  (1930)  Sir  Langdon  Bonython,  a  successful 
and  wealthy  newspaper  publisher.  His  son  is  Lord  Mayor  of  Adelaide, 
and  his  family  has  married  into  that  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  Australia, 
altogether  a  happy  development  of  an  ancient  and  aristocratic  Cornish 
family  in  the  Antipodes.  The  old  manor  in  Cornwall  is  in  alien  posses¬ 
sion  and  when  I  was  there  he  tried  to  purchase  it,  intending  to  install 
his  grandson  as  Lord  of  the  Manor,  but  the  owners  liked  it  as  a  home 
and  refused  to  sell,  much  to  his  disappointment.  Bonython  is  a  pure 
Cornish  family — it  existed  nowhere  outside  of  that  country;  all  of  the 
name  trace  back  to  the  original  Bonython  of  Bonython.  As  a  rule  these 
Cornish  families  were  Celts  and  rarely  left  their  localities  and  were  not 
considered  English  as  late  as  1600.  They  were  quite  a  separate  people 
from  the  rest  of  England.  I  think  the  Conqueror  never  subdued  that 
country  or  got  further  west  than  Devon.” 

The  article  in  the  New  England  Register  states  that  the  name 
Bonython  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  and  aristocratic  in  the  country  of 
Cornwall,  England,  and  presents  pictures  of  the  Bonython  arms  and  a 
Bonython  flagon  with  an  interesting  history. 
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“The  antiquity  of  the  family  is  shown  in  the  records  which  tell 
us  that  they  were  possessed  of  the  Bonython  Manor  continuously  from 
the  14th  Century  to  the  beginning  of  the  18th  Century  and  the  social 
position  of  the  family  is  certified  by  their  intermarriage  with  the  leading 
families  of  Cornwall  for  four  centuries. 

“The  Bonythons  of  Bonython  were  seated  in  the  Lizard  district  of 
Cornwall  in  the  parish  of  Cury,  a  bleak  wild  track  on  the  serpentine 
formation  and  notwithstanding  their  remote  situation  they  became 
conspicuous  figures  in  the  political  agitations  of  that  period  which  cul¬ 
minated  in  the  stormy  days  of  the  Stuart  dynasty. 

“Bonython  Manor  is  a  plain  substantial  building  with  a  granite 
front,  facing  the  sea,  which  it  overlooks  at  a  distance  of  about  two 
miles  by  the  valleys  of  Poljew  and  Gunwalloe.  On  the  lower  part  of 
the  estate,  in  a  small  plantation,  is  a  group  of  magnificent  rocks/  the 
grandeur  of  which  strikes  the  beholders  at  the  first  glance.  One  of 
these — the  topmost — is  named  Fire  or  Bonfire  Rock,  and  is  probably 
a  relic  of  the  Druidic  religion/’ 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  Isabelle  Bonython,  the  wife  of  James 
Pawley,  had  a  brother,  John  Bonython,  who  had  a  grandson,  Thomas 
Bonython,  born  in  1594,  who  was  a  Captain  in  the  Low  Countries  and 
without  doubt  knew  Capt.  John  Underhill,  who  also  served  there. 

Her  brother  John  also  had  a  son  Richard,  baptized  April  3,  1580, 
who  emigrated  to  Saco,  Maine,  in  1631.  He  was  styled  Captain 
Bonython  in  a  letter  to  John  Winthrop  in  1640.  The  first  court  in  this 
territory  was  organized  in  his  house  March  25,  1636,  and  he  was  then 
appointed  one  of  the  Provincial  Commissioners  and  in  1640,  under  the 
first  charter,  one  of  the  Councillors  to  Deputy  Governor  Thomas 
Gorges. 

At  the  time  of  Capt.  John  Underhill’s  exile  in  Exeter  and  Dover, 
he  must  have  been  in  close  touch  with  Richard  Bonython  and  known  of 
his  relationship  to  him. 

After  naming  certain  descendants  of  the  Bonython  family  in  whom 
our  interest  does  not  center,  the  compiler  completes  his  article  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  “This  closes  the  record  of  a  family  of  gentle  blood  who  came  to 
the  Province  of  Maine  to  aid  in  the  perpetuation  of  the  feudal  seignories 
of  Old  England.  With  this  aristocratic  scion  of  Bonython  Manor  were 
associated  with  the  almost  royal  Champernowne,  owning  kinship  to  the 
Plantagenets  and  Courtenays  of  England  and  the  Montgomerys  of 
France;  the  gentle  Joscelyn  of  the  knightly  house  of  Kent;  the  noble 
Cammock,  related  to  the  powerful  Earl  of  Warwick,  and  Godfrey, 
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who  bore  arms  of  the  renowned  Godfrey  of  Buillon,  the  chivalrous 
King  of  Jerusalem.  All  these  men  were  the  associates  of  Richard 
Bonython,  but  no  one  today  bears  their  name  in  the  state  which  they 
helped  to  found.”  The  Bonython  descent  exists  only  in  the  female  line, 
through  “the  Cummings  match,  the  families  of  Bragdon,  Banks,  Long¬ 
fellow  and  others,  while  from  the  Foxwell  marriage  may  be  traced  the 
Thornton  and  Libby  families.” 
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